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ABSTRAK

Rastiana. 2021. Investigasi Kemampuan Siswa Dalam Menulis Teks Descriptif.
Penelitian Descriptif Kuantitatif Kelas XESMA Muhammadiyah Sungguminasa.
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INTRODUCTION
A. Background of The Study /\
Writing is a diffieul "\

T8

researcher has mentioned on the previous paragraph above. One of them is a
text requires describing object idea or it is called descriptive text. Wyrick
(1999: 227) notes that "the description writer creates an image of individuals,
locations, objects, and emotions using a careful selection of deseriptions 1o

give the reader an idea. Descriptive is used to describe particular thing/object,




place or person. Artono Wadiman.et.al (2008:115) said “Deseriptive text is a

text that describes the features of someone, something, or a certain a place.

3%

Wil "

Y oY,
N sl 2

difficulties in writing the descriptive text; first, the creation of ideas. students

write many main ideas in paragraphs so the paragraphs are ambiguous.
Second, arranging the concepts to compose a concise text, a paragraph
requires more than just a single point. Third, students face grammar

difficulties. Fourth, students have limited vocabulary skills. These students




problem were faced as well to the sdents the researcher was got 1o

investigate.

excellent, satisfactory, good, poor, and weak ability to write descriptive text.

Based on the background of the study, the researcher proposes a new
entitle, “Investigating Students' Ability and Its Factors in Writing
Descriptive Text: A Descriptive Quantitative Study at Eleventh Grade of
SMA Muhammadivah Sungguminasa”.

B. Research Question




The writer formulates the problem statements into question forms as

2. For students as a sample of this research, the researcher expected that

students will be able to know their level of ability in writing descriptive
text, as well as the factors that affect their abilities which are the main

reasons for these students' abilities.




3. For readers, the researcher expected this research can be uses as a new

knowledge to solve the problem of the students™ in writing descriptive

text.

‘E. Scope of The Study




CHAPTER 11

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

identifying the schematic structure of a descriptive text. In comparison, the

low reaches also needed a lot of change because they made a lot of errors in
the text they read. Using Systemic Functional Linguistics, nine texts written
by Low, Mid, and High achievers were analyzed in terms of schematic

structure and linguistic features.




The third study by Isrina Fiti Eripuddin Pipit Rabayu (2017)

conducted a research focused on the students” skill in writing descriptive text.

From the result showed that the .I*Au erage score in writing descriptive

text was 51.87% and / \-\ I

in descriptive text can be

vie  Kareviati. They
analyzed the difficulties of students’ in writing descriptive text and the result
based on the questionnaire and observation, the factors caused students
difficulties in writing descriptive text are lack of interest in learning English,
the poor understanding of the generic structure of descriptive test, poor in

grammar knowledge and use, and the low motivation in writing descriptive

text




B. Some Pertinent Idea

I. Writing

a) The Definition Of 'W

o develop their ideas,
organize ideas, grammar, mechanics and use vocabulary appropriately.

Gaith (2002) states that writing is a complex process that

allows writers to explore thought and ideas, and make them visible and
conerete on the piece of paper. Writing gives unique opportunity to

explore ideas and acquire information. By Writing someone can

express his thoughts more communicable to other.




From the above description, it can be inferred that writing is a

dynamic process of translating ideas and feelings, considering how to

teacher need to evaluate or analyze the lesson by giving them a

practice. Practice writing must be provide to students in different

types.
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3) Giving a feedback meaningful and helpful

The teacher make sure that the students can understand the

A comment on students’
U » s & .. .
k ¥ -

a readable text.

1) The first is planning (pre-writing), planming is a way for students
to think about ideas related to the topic to be written, and also o
organize your thoughts to put the ideas or information on the
paper. At the planning, the writer must be consider tree main

issues. The issues are the purpose of wiring, the readers they are




writing for, and the content structure, Planning help the students to

lead them in writing, by this stage the students firstly think out

S MJIM NG
j P‘ 4444,\—\
& W\KASS .\
\\\Ah, // o

3) The third stage is editing (revision), this stage means the students
reads their writing drafl to review the mistakes that might occur.
They may changes the words or sentences to make it readable

4) The final stage is final version; the students rewrites the edited

draft or text into a sentence or paragraph.




d) The Elements of Writing

Jacob (1981) points oyt five kinds of elements in writing. They
A

are content, organizationg grafmnar,and mechanics.

o

bbs (1990:105) “A good

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

ered in logical so

that one sentence with anothe ormected or does not come out
of a certain topic. In this component the students have 1o use the
generic structure of writing descriptive, they are identification and
description. It means that, in description the students have to
deseribe parts, characteristics of the objects and qualities. Beside

identification and description component, in organizing ideas the

students also have to pay attention to the chronological order to




their text. Chronological order also used to describe events period
of time.

3) Grammar, Gerot ang

\\\

Somie of writing goal accord

1) Writers are identity when they can write without much assistance,

2) Writers gain comprehension when they can write in such a way
that it can be read and understood by themselves as well as others.

3) Writers are fluent when they can write easily and easily while also
understanding.

4) When writers can write their own thoughts, they recover their
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creativity. Not duplicating what has already been written in order
for it to be read and compre

2. Descriptive Text

the descriptive text. They are identification and description, Gerot and

Wignell (1994:208) state that the Generic structure of descriptive
writing are Identification which identifies phenomenon that will be
deseribe and Deseription which describe parts, qualities, or

characteristics of something or someone in detail.




Sudarwati and Eudia (2005:27) mention that “there are two of

h) Types of Descriptive Text
The majority of writing includes descriptions. The following
are some examples of writing that heavily focus on descriptive
language:
1) Desecription of place. person or thing consist of details in actual

people, places, and things.
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2) Describe an event that has witnessed by writer. The event takes
places and extended period of time.

4
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Excellent

The Dﬁscrip_tinﬁ of the conceptual framework above:

In this research, the researcher was conducted an investigation by focused on one
important goal was students™ ability in writing descriptive text. To find out the
students” ability in writing descriptive text, the researcher used writing test as
instrument by looking at 5 elements of writing descripuve text, they are content,

organizing ideas, vocabulary, grammar and mechanics, and they are applied as the
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indicators of students” writing test assessment. The result of that students” writing

test 1s analyzed, and then the result of that analysis 1s used to determine which of




CHAPTER 111

RESEARCH METHOD
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the maximum score 1s 20 and the minimum score 1s 1.
B. Population and Sample
The researcher defined the population before colleting the sample, The
population of this research is the eleventh grade of SMA Muhammadiyah
Sungguminasa. In this school only | class in eleventh grade, only MIA Class

with the number of population was 22 students.

18




This research was applied total sampling method to choose the sample

of this research. by recommendation of the teacher about the students’

e beautiful place

around South Sulawesi which the students ever visited. A total of 2

Paragraphs.
E. Technique of Data Analysis
Data analysis was an effort that is done by the researcher to describe or

illusirate the data accurately. In this research related 1o the object of the

research, the researcher focused on the students™ ability in writing descriptive
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text. The researcher is analyzed data obtained from the result of students’
ability in writing descriptive text.

The data 1s collected fra

7
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orgamzed pmperiy, all sentences in c]u*nmlugma] order. The
76-100 | gescriptive text is coherence and the coherences are correct. The
descriptive text is coherence and the coherences are correct. The
text using chronological order.

General classification paragraph and description paragraph are
5175 | enough organized, some of all sentences in chronological order.
The descriptive text is coherence and some criteria are appropriate

enough.

General classificaton paragraph and description paragraph are
26-50 |slightly organized, few sentences are disconnected. The
descriptive text is coherence but the coherences among sentences
are weak.
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No orgamization between general classification paragraph and
description paragraph, all sentences do not communicate each
other. The descriptive text is not coherence.

and capitalization.

Oceasional errors of spelling, ptmﬂlla{m and capitalization. The

51-73
descriptive text punctuation uses fairly punctuation but loosely
correct spelling and capitalization. Some criteria are weak

26-50 | Frequent crrors of spelling, punctuation, and capitalization. The
descriptive text uses fairly punctuation but inadequate correct
spelling and capitalization. Most eriteria are weak

1-25 All the spelling, punctuation, and capitalization are written in

errors, The descriptive texts do not use correct punctuation,

spelling and capitalization.

Hars (1979:68-89) and Brown (2007)




While for the categories the maximum score is 100 and the minimum

score 15 (). The respected categories are as follows:

)
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? S TeAn sCore
3 X Sum of all score
N “Toral number of subject

(Gav 1981 298
The mean scored of the students™ ability in writing descniptive text as
well as the ground of deciding which category of five ability categories

provided the students are placed.




CHAPTER 1V

RESEARCH FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION

of students” writing test ab

discussion of resear

below:
Table 4.1. Students’ ability category
Category Score Frequency Percentage
Excetlent 81-100 8 53.33%
Good 61-80 5 33.33%
Average 41-60 1 6.67%




[n table above showed the total final score of students in each
category achieved by each students. All students’ final scores were
accumulated to get the total final score for all students. The table above

shows, the total score of the overall student was 1.167 The researcher




calculate all the scores then divided with the number of the samples, and

the mean score for students’ writing ability in descriptive text in MIA

\\\“X\"i“’,’///,,/,

.u/
N
Z Y {

81.63%

Table 4.3 showed the percemtage of students” excellent
score n each indicator. In the content indicator, which is 93.63%,
the eight students can write descriptive text well, especially in the
content indicator, students write a descriptive text with clear main
ideas that are supported by all developing sentences, namely topic,

state good topic, supporting sentence, and concluding sentence. So
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the results of writing to the 8 students are ¢lear because there are

no main ideas that can create ambiguous paragraphs.

L4 4;‘?\\ united

R

2

////f:ﬁi{\\\

In the vocabulary indicator, the indicator refers to the use
of words. The percentage value obtained by students m the
excellent category is 86.75%. Students wha get the maximum
score in this category because the students are good at choosing

words that are related to the topic which makes sentences easy to

read As we know that in the use of English or vocabulary in
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English there 1s one word but it has more than one meaning which

causes students to have difficulty or confusion in choosing the

Content Organizing Grammar | Vocabulary | Mechanics
Idea
80% 65.2% 60% 63% 75%

Table above showed the percentage of each indicator
achieved by students in the good category, totaling 5 students. The

content indicator shows the percentage of student scares, which is




80%, some students in this category make mistakes in the content

indicator, From the results of the analysis, the researcher found

1 \"‘ Y
N
\‘\ Q\ :

Ve

I errors ¢ven

akes sentences

hard to read

In the vocabulary indicator, the percentage value obtamed
by students is 77%, which is the highest score obtained by students
in the good category. Although this category is the highest

percentage value, students still make mistakes where students




write incomplete words that cause the word to change the meaning

and even loss of the meaning.

paragraph did not support by all developing sentences.

In organizing ideas, the percentage value obtained by students
is 50% because some sentences are disconnected that causing one
paragraph to another paragraph to be weak. These errors can make
it difficult for readers to understand what the author wants to

convey,
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In the grammar mdicator, the percentage value obtamned by the

stuclent 1s the same as the previous indicator, which 1s 50%., the

student makes an ence structure where there is an
exchange : tudent also does not use
ad)
[N 4
the same
\ . g
the
is
udent
)
()
h icators
/ N
ntent . { Y | Mechanics
Idea
25% 27% 25% 50% 26%

The table above shows the percentage of students’ scores in the
fair category. In the content indicator, students only get a number
percentage of 25%. The students' writing results show that the

main 1dea 1s clear but there is no supporting sentence and even a
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concluding sentence that supports the topic described by the

student.

, %o
s ‘., o
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)

obtained by the students in this indicators 15 26%.

Table 4.7 mean score in each indicators

Students’

Indicators Score Frequency | Mean Score
Content 1.257 15 838
Organizing ldea 1.177 15 78.5

|




Grammar 1.151 15 76.7 I

Vocabulary 2 15 80.1 |

Mechanic

L]

AV W s G
N\ 7/

. total score wa
V4 : xé

Co
!
T N
S e
: o ;
Lk Eom ot § el

mdicators was mechanic, which 1s 69.3. And the indicator contents was the
highest score that students got in writing descriptive text in class X1 MIA of

SMA Muhammadiyah Sungguminasa, which is 83 8.
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B. Discussion

This section discusses the results of research which are the results of the

descriptive text.

I. Students’ ability

N 3=° vtx\

////'m‘\‘\\X\

of writing, t

In the grammar of writing, the students classified in poor level with average
score was 53.31. In the vocabulary, the students classified in the poor level
with average score 52.87. The last is mechanics, the students classified in the
poor level with the average score was 5227, From those results, the

rescarcher found that the average score of students in writing descriptive text




was 5287 and it means the students writing ability can be categorized in the

poor level.

Based on the results of the AE bove. the researcher will explain

Students’ writing ability

score, which means some students made some mistakes in word selection but

did not change the meanmg. Wilkins in Thornbury (2004. 13) slates that
without grammar very little can be conveyed, without vocabulary nothing can
be conveved It means that even someone has good grammar but it will be

useless if they do not know many vocabularies.
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In the average category, dominantly influenced by content and

vocabulary indicators, these studpnts did not get the maximum score of the 5

///77???(\’\\\

students also did not get a maximum score from 5 indicators and the highest
score that student got was in vocabulary indicator. This student make an error
word choice that change the meaning so the paragraph hard to read. And none
of the students was categorized in the poor category.

According to Onazowa & Cheiko, 2010, to successfully write a text,

students must have a good understanding of writing aspects as well as
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comprehension of writing that will help them structure their writing process.

Also Tarigan (1996:6), stated that a good writing result demonstrates the

AN
\\\\\n : ih”/&

Y

In content, the maim idea should be clear and supported by all
developing sentences (topic, state good topic, supporting sentences, and
concluding sentences), The results of the researcher observation test showed
that 6 out of 15 students got & maximum score on the content indicator. The
results of the student test also showed that there was one student who got a

low scored is 25. the content of the student’s descriptive text writing was not




a7

clear or a supporting sentence which should be a further explanation of the

topic, making the sentence unstructured. There is also no concluding sentence

m the paragraph that caused the g be unclear. With this, students

do not meet all the crite

V-

YT L L

had a higher
influence on scores than rewriting essays to be stronger in sentence structure
and mechanics, On this indicator, there was one student who got a low score
of 25. On the student's descriptive test, there were several errors, including
this one about organizing ideas, The sentences contained in the students®

descriptive text do not coherent with each other, which caused one paragraph

to be unrelated to the other so that the results of the students™ descriptive text




was not meet all the criteria of the mdicator organizing ideas. Lunsford and

Collins (2003: 116) defines that paragraph is a group of sentences or a single

sentence that forms a umt.

became a problem when they have to make a composition that consists of
sentences. Moreover, Abbas (2017) said that students felt difficult in
developing and organizing idea with correct grammar in compasition, mean
that the aspect of grammar influenced to other aspects in English writing

In vocabulary refers 1o the selection of words that are suitable for the

content. To make good writing, the students need a lot of vocabulary, correct
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grammar, and good comprehension. Adapted from Nurgianto (2001: 306-

308), appropriateness in choosing and using vocabulary i each sentence is an

important thing in writing. Fromgthes s of the researcher observations,

N

one from 15 students wh his indicator. This student

\ !L I' 4’«
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They also usually choose incorrect words.

The last indicator is mechanics related to spelling, punctuation, and
capitalization in writing deseriptive writing. Shehadeh (2011, quoted n
Khatib and Meihami, 2015) classified mechanics like spelling, punctuation,
capitalization, paragraph indentation, and so on. In this indicator, there 15 one

student who got the maximum score, the student wrote with no errors in




mechanics. Meanwhile, students who did not get the maximum score made

some mistakes, especially in the capitalization. In this indicator, the lowest

scores oblamned by students werg@F ifith27, in which these students made
some mistakes in capitz / \ .}

o

;\ \\\\ 1\i i lI]//é
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understanding about writing aspects as well as comprehension of writing that
is useful for them to organize their process of writing text (Onazowa &
Cheiko, 2010), Writing consisted of several elements such as contents,
organization, vocabulary, language use, and the mechanics as well (Jacab,
1981 as cited in Weigle, 2002: 116). From the previous explanation, the

researcher conclude that there were differences and similarities of factors




1

mfluencing students’ ability in writing descriptive text, Some students got a

maximum scored of more than one indicator, also some students also got a

Wi\

i i i
l“’
|

their study was to find out the students” ability in writing based on the genenic
structure of descriptive text. It was different with the study that the researcher
classified the students’ ability based on the 5 indicators were content,
organizing ideas, grammar, vocabulary and mechanics,

Second, the current study compared from Hanafi (2018), The aimed of

his study was to find out the students ability and difficulties of students in




writing deseriptive text. The classified of studems’™ difficulties were content,

organizing idea, grammar. vocabulary, and mechanics. That classification was




CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

A. Conclusion
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A

have differes

The results of the researcher observations showed that the 5 indicators,
are content, organizing ideas, grammar, vocabulary, and mechanics. From the
overall final score each indicator, content has the highest score among the 3
Indicators (content, organizing ideas, grammar, vocabulary. and mechamcs.
While the lowest score is obtained by students or the most mistakes made by

students was in indicator mechanics where some students made mistakes in

43




capitalization, students do not understand when to use capital letters properly

“and correctly.

iesearcher would like to
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es or mistakes

made by students in writing descriptive text.
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APPENDIX A

1. The Instrument of Writing test

a) Write a descriptive text about the & at vou ever visited before around

the South Sulawest:

P o
) N AA\ %




I 99 100 50 75 55 T
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N = Total number of students

F = Frequency

a) Excellent Category

i
I Exlﬂﬂ

(Sudpono, 2003 40)
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=0.53 x 100

=5333%

To find out the mean score of the students”, the researcher was used the
formula as follows:

Where:
X miean score
¥ X Sumof all score

N Total number of subjert

[Gav 1581:2%8
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Sum of all students score was 1.164 and the number of students was 15

Y 1.167
15

o=

5. Indicators scon

=8363 %

Students score in organizing idea 774

Total Score 800

'?'?4

=96.75 %

Students score in grammar 718




Total Score 800

. 718
P =00 " 100




c. Average category
Student score in content 75
Total score 100

75
: —mﬁx 100

=75%




Student score in organizing dea 50

Total score 100

50 :
T — x
P 100

=50%

d. Fair Category

Student score in content 25

Total score 100




Student score i mechanic 26

Total score 100

26
P= 100 x 100

=26%

6. The mean score each indicators




a. Content
Total score 247

Number of students 15

d. Vocabulary

Total score 240
Number of students |5

Y240
15

=16

X
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¢. Mechanics
Total score 215

Number of students 135
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APPENDIX C

Students’ Assignment







I Asking for the signature

2. Documentation

APPENDIX D
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