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ABSTRACT 

 

Siti Hardianti Nasir, 2022. ”Students’ Ability to Identify Main Clause and Sub 

Clause On Reported Speech By Fifth Semester At Muhammadiyah University of 

Makassar” (A Descriptive Research at the Fifth Semester Students of English 

Department in  Muhammadiyah University of Makassar). Under the thesis of 

English Department the Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, 

Muhammadiyah University of Makassar (guided by Herlina Daddi and Ika 

Sastrawati). 

The research aimed to find out students’ ability to identify main clause and 

sub clause on reported speech in a sentence. The population of this research was 

the fifth semester students of English Department at Muhammadiyah University 

of Makassar. It used random sampling technique where the researcher took 30 

students and the researcher took 5 students randomly of each classes from 6 

classes. The researcher used a quantitative method in the form of descriptive 

analysis that included observation, collecting and analyzing the students’ test. For 

collecting the data the researcher used a test, the researcher asked the students’ to 

focus on identifying main clause and sub clause on reported speech in sentences. 

The test consisted 25 questions which divided into 2 categories (main clause and 

sub clause). The result showed the students’ ability to identify main clause and 

sub clause found that the mean score was 73,73 with classification is good. 

However this score need to be improved because this category is still low for 

college students. 

Key words: students, min clause and sub clauses 
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ABSTRAK 

 

Siti Hardianti Nasir, 2022. “Kemampuan Mahasiswa dalam Mengidentifikasi 

Klausa Utama dan Sub Klausa dalam Kalimat tidak Langsung pada Semester 

lima di Universitas Muhammadiyah Makassar.” (Penelitian Deskriptif) Jurusan 

Bahasa Inggris, Fakultas Keguruan dan ilmu pendidikan universitas 

Muhammadiyah Makassar di bombing oleh Herlina Daddi dan Ika Sastrawati. 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui kemampuan siswa dalam 

mengidentifikasi klausa utama dan sub klausa pada kalimat tidak langsung. 

Populasi dalam penelitian ini adalah mahasiswa semester lima jurusan Bahasa 

Inggris di universitas Muhammadiyah Makassar. Sample yang digunakan adalah 

random sampling, peneliti mengambil 30 siswa dan mengambil 5  siswa secara 

acak dari 6 kelas. Peneliti menggunakan metode kuantitatif berupa analisis 

deskriptif yang meliputi observasi, pengumpulan dan analisis tes siswa. Untuk 

pengumpulan data peneliti menggunakan tes, peneliti meminta siswa untuk fokus 

mengidentifikasi klausa utama dan sub klausa pada kalimat tidak langsung,. Tes 

terdiri Dari 25 pertanyaan yang di bagi menjadi dua kartegori (klausa utama dan 

sub klausa). Hasil penelitian menunjukkan kemampuan siswa dalam 

mengidentifikasi  klausa utama dan sub klausa diperoleh nilai rata-rata 73,73 

dengan klasifikasi baik. Namun skor ini perlu ditingkatkan Karena kategori ini 

masih rendah untuk mahasiswa. 

 

Kata Kunci: Klausa Utama dan Sub klausa 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background 

Grammar as a language component is important to be taught. It is 

because before the teachers introduce a new language, the teachers have to  

be able to analys the form that they are going to teach, for example how the 

verb is formed, how certain nouns become plural, and also the grammatical 

pattern that they are going to teach it in. Grammar should be thought 

appropriately because it is the basic element of the language and without the 

proper knowledge of grammar, the learners will find many problems to build 

up sentences to express their ideas in communication among the people. 

Students who learn English are expected to master language component. 

Also, they learn about grammar, vocabulary, phonology, semantics, and 

syntax. In learning grammatical English, students learn a lot of rules in the 

English language such as tenses, prepositions, punctuations, models, part of 

speech, and kinds of sentences including kinds of clauses (main clauses and 

sub-clauses). 

According to Ba’dulu (2008:61) sentence is the level at which clauses 

are combined into larger units. The sentence is a grammatical unit, a 

construction in which the constitute is any utterance with final intonation 

contour, and the constituents are the clauses, connecting particles, and 

intonation patterns.  
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Bossone (1977:38) explains that main clause and sub clause have the 

same pattern because both of them have subject and predicate. But, each of 

them has different characteristic and function. main clause can stand alone 

without any supporting complement, and it is the main message that writer or 

spoken delivers to the reader. So, distinguishing between main clause and 

sub clauses are important in understanding how to compile sentences and to 

avoid fragments. When a dependent clause is not attached to a separate 

clause, it is fragment (incomplete idea). 

Utari Prabawati in her research  (2015) “An Error Analysis on 

Students’Ability in Identifying and Writing main Clauses and sub Clauses in 

an argumentative Essay (An Error Analysis at the Seventh Semester of 

Department of English Education of Faculty of Tarbiyah and Teacher’s 

Training of Syarif Hidayatullah State Islamic University in the Academic 

Year 2014/2015 )” finds that students are able to identify main clauses and 

sub clauses, but they were not skillful in applying the grammatical structure 

and the concept of main clause and sub clauses into an argumentative essay. 

Nurpitasari (2014) in her research “The students’ ability in identifying main 

clause and the sub clause” found that most of the students still did not know 

about clause, the kinds of and the different of main and sub clause 

particularly in a complex sentence.  

Mutmainnah (2013) in her research finds that the students are still 

difficult to distinguish between main clause and sub clause in sentence 

because of they don’t master yet about the concept of the clause and the 
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grammatical structure of the clause. The researcher knows in identifying 

main clause and sub clause is very important to measure the student grammar 

proficiency and make the students know what is the clause or sentence and 

how to classify that because mastering main clause (independent clause) and 

sub clause will rise up the students comprehension and will motivate the 

students themselves. Finally, students will be easy to comprehend all the 

material which teacher gives to them. 

McGregor (1994) suggests that indirect speech should be accounted for 

in terms of subordination of the reported clause at the periphery of the clause 

of speech. They do not, however, deal with direct speech, and it is not clear 

how they would analyse it 

Based on The researcher experience (2019) finds that the students are 

still difficult to distinguish between main clause and sub clause in sentence 

because of they don’t master yet about the concept of the clause and the 

grammatical structure of the clause. The researcher knows in identifying 

main clause and sub clause is very important to measure the student grammar 

proficiency and make the students know what is the clause or sentence and 

how to classify that because mastering main clause and sub clause can rise up 

the students comprehension and can motivate the students themselves. 

Finally, students will be easy to comprehend all the material which teacher 

gives to them. 

In this case, the researcher is interest to challenge even to know more 

students’ grammar skill based on the clause/sentence in reported speech, 
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under the title “The Students’ Ability to identify Main Clauses and Sub 

Clauses in reported speech.” Beside the researcher conduct in the Fifth 

Semester Students of English Department at Muhammadiyah University of 

Makassar. 

 

B. Problem Statement 

According to the background of the study above, the researcher will 

identifiy some problems 

1. How is the students’ ability to identify the main clause in sentences at the 

Fifth Semester Students of English Department at Muhammadiyah 

University of Makassar? 

2. How is the students’ ability to identify the subordinate clause in 

sentences at the Fifth Semester Students of English Department at 

Muhammadiyah University of Makassar? 

 

C. Objective of the Research 

 Based on the problems statement above, the objectives of the research 

are: 

1. To know the student's ability to identify the main clause in sentence by the 

Fifth Semester of English Department at Muhammadiyah University of 

Makassar. 

2. To know the student's ability to identify the sub clause in sentence by the 

Fifth Semester of English Department at Muhammadiyah University of 

Makassar. 
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D. Significance of the Research 

 The result of this research is hopefully useful for: 

1. For the students, it is hoped that they will get new exercise to measure their 

ability in identifying main clause and sub clause in sentences.  

2. For the researcher who will be a teacher  is hopefully useful and this research will 

be able to develop the researcher’s teaching skill well in the future. 

 

E. Scope of the Research  

This research is focusing on identifying main clause and clause in sentences at 

the Fifth Semester Students of English Department in Muhammadiyah University of 

Makassar. The researcher limits on the kinds of sentences, that is compound 

complex sentence. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

A. Concept About Clause 

A sentence can be linked by some connector such as and, but, when, 

because, etc. in larger structures that also sentence. A simple sentence which 

link by a connector can form any complex sentence or any c1ause. A clause is 

a set of word which  has the same structure like a sentence but it has different 

rules. A clause can be known as clause if has a subject and a predicate. The 

subject means having action, the predicate is the action of subject. clause has 

clear thought (an idea or a statement that can stand alone). A statement that 

can stand alone is also called as Independent clause or main clause (MC). 

According to Ba’dulu (2008), there are three essential features of clauses. 

They are clauses typically fill slots at the sentence level, clauses consist of or 

include one and only one predicate, and clauses may have a predicate-like tag 

meme. 

According to Azar (1999), a clause is a set of word that containing 

subject and a verb. In grammar, a clause is the smallest unit of grammatical 

which can axist a complete proposition. A kind of clause consists of a subject 

and a predicate, typically a verb phrase, a verb as head or modifier and object 

transitive verb. However, the subject is sometimes unknown or clear, often 

the case in full-subject languages if the subject is recoverable of the context, 
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somewhile also occurs in others language English (as in imperative sentences 

and non-finite clauses). 

A clause can define in the same ways as a sentence. It is a full 

predication that contains a subject and a predicate with a finite verb; there are 

two kinds of clauses, and sub clause. A clause is set of word which contains a 

subject that tells readers that the information is clear and no need information 

more. Those kind of clauses come in three types; adjective, noun, and 

adverbial clause. 

According to Davidson (2003:124) defining a clause to be sentences 

linked by conjunction with larger structures that also sentence. Huddleston 

and Pullum (2005) also go along to this traditional derived theory in defining 

clause. They define that a clause is larger sentence unit which consists of a 

subject followed by a predicate. In the simplest case, the subject is a noun or 

noun phrase and the predicate is a verb or verb phrase. In traditional  

grammar, the  example  below  is categorized to  be ‘simple sentence,’ but we 

do not use this term; it covers only  a subset of what Huddleston and Pullum 

call to be a clausal sentence. 

Davidson (2003) groups clauses according to the ordination used in 

clausal transition xiii signal to be Co-ordinate Clauses and Subordinate 

Clauses. Here are the details: 

11 Co-ordinate clauses are clauses that linked by coordinate conjunctions 

such as and but like links in a chain. To remind, in the theoretical Sentence 

categories, this is classified to be compound sentences. 
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a. For is used to show reason or purpose  

Example: My mother and I went to Bali, for it was our first holiday. 

b. And is used to connect two or more idea and also it used to connect a 

series   of events. 

Example: I like to eat cookies, and I like to drink milk. 

         Everyday after school, I go to the library and study. 

c. Nor is used to show a non-contrasting, negative idea 

Example: I refuse to hug to people I don’t know, nor will I kiss them. 

          He didn’t return my calls, nor did he respond to any of my texts. 

d. But is used to show contrast or exception  

Example: The dress is beautiful but slightly expensive. 

I put a lot of effort into the assignment, 

but I couldn’t even get an A. 

e. Or is used to show choice or option 

Example: I could go to the beach, or I could go to work. 

         Do you like mango or strowbery? 

f. Yet is used to show contrast or exception 

Example: he had been crying all day, yet the man made him laugh. 

                She can be strict yet understanding at the same time. 

g. So is used to show consequence 

Example: I was feeling ill, so I went home to bed. 
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12 Subordinate clauses are clauses that depend on other clauses and linked 

using subordinate conjunctions like when, while, before, after, etc. In 

sentence classifications, this belongs to complex sentences. 

a. The house seems very empty when you aren’t here. 

b. Even if it’s raining, I go for a walk, because it’s good for me. 

It also classifies clause types in accordance with the function of clause 

in sentence structure. They are noun clauses, adjective clauses, adverb 

clauses, apposition clauses, Non-finite clauses, and Verb clauses. 

B. Main Clauses or Independent clauses 

According to Frank (1972), main clauses is full predications may be 

joined coordinately by punctuation alone, by coordinate conjunctions, or by 

conjunctive adverbs. 

Ba’dulu (2008) states an independent clause is a clause that can stand 

alone as a major sentence. Main clause is a complete sentence. It contains the 

main subject and verb of a sentence and can stand alone as a sentence by 

itself. For example, Ahmad lives in Tokyo. 

So, the main clause is a complete sentence. It can stand alone as a 

sentence by itself. An independent clause contains the main subject and verb 

of the sentence, often a complement to express a complete thought. 

Independent clause is a clause which is not depended on other clauses or able 

to stand alone in clausal structure. An independent clause, also called the 

main clause, is a clause that can stand on its own. It contains all the 

information necessary to be a complete sentence. An independent clause has a 
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subject that tells you what the sentence is about and a verb that tells you what 

the subject is doing. It expresses a complete thought, relaying that something 

has happened or was said. 

Davidson (2003) has the same argument in its classification; however, he 

has his term to this. He calls:  

1. Principal Clauses; the clauses that subordinate clauses depend on. 

2. Developmental Clauses; the clauses that are depended on the principal 

clauses. 

In English grammar, the main clause is a group of words made up of a 

subject and a predicate. The main clause (unlike a dependent or subordinate 

clause) can stand alone as a sentence. The main clause is also known as an 

independent clause, a superordinate clause, or a base clause. 

Two or more main clauses can be joined with a coordinating conjunction 

(such as and) to create a compound sentence. The basic idea is that the main 

clause is primary and contains the principal verb. Semantically, the situation 

expressed in the main clause is foregrounded. 

Every main clause will follow this pattern: 

  S U B J E C T + V E R B = complete thought.  

Examples:  

My dog loves pizza crusts.  

Dog = subject; loves = verb. 
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The classification is based on the number and kind of clauses within a 

sentence: 

1. Simple Sentence 

Such sentences have only one full predication in the form of an 

independent clause. A simple sentence has the most basic elements that 

make it a sentence: a subject, a verb, and a completed thought and a simple 

sentence contains one independent clause. A sentence is a group of words 

that form a complete thought. A simple sentence is different from other 

sentence types because it contains only one independent clause and has no 

dependent clauses. 

A simple sentence must have one subject-verb combination, but the 

subject may be compound, ie have more than one element. Example: The 

management and staff were pleased to announce the result. A simple 

sentence can also have a compound verb construction. Example: they 

worked hard and produced and excellent display. Simple sentences can 

only have only one subject-verb combination and commas are not used. 

Below are some examples of the different combinations that you might 

find in simple sentences. Example: the company was very successful 

Examples of simple sentences include the following: 

a. Joe waited for the train.  

"Joe" = subject, "waited" = verb 

b. The train was late.  

"The train" = subject, "was" = verb 
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c. Mary and Samantha took the bus. 

"Mary and Samantha" = compound subject, "took" = verb 

A simple sentence can also be referred to as an independent clause. It 

is referred to as "independent" because, while it might be part of a 

compound or complex sentence, it can also stand by itself as a complete 

sentence. A simple sentence conveys a single idea. It has only one subject 

and one verb. Example: She is my girlfriend/ I’m bored/ that is a fat 

monkey. 

2. Compound Sentence 

A compound sentence is composed of at least two clauses, or 

sentences joined together by conjunction, i.e., words like: and, but, for, nor, 

or, so, therefor, either, neither, nor, only, not only but also, etc., or 

punctuated by a semi colon. Compound sentences consist of at least two 

independent or main clause and verbs. The subordinate or dependent clause 

may or may not be present in a compound sentence. It is possible for a 

compound sentence to have three, four or more independent clauses. But 

commonly, it contains only two clauses. Example: I am skinny, and you are 

obese (two main clauses joined by conjunction). In English grammar, a 

compound sentence can be thought of as two (or more) simple sentences 

joined by a conjunction and an appropriate mark of punctuation. It is one of 

the four basic sentence structures. The others are the simple sentence, the 

complex sentence, and the compound-complex sentence. Regardless of how 

you structure a compound sentence, it signals to the reader that you are 
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discussing two equally important ideas. There are three primary ways of 

doing so. 

Such sentences have two or more full predications in the form of 

independent clauses. A compound sentence refers to a sentence made up of 

two independent clauses (or complete sentences) connected to one another 

with a coordinating conjunction (For, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) often links 

the two independent clauses and is preceded by a comma. Examples of 

compound sentences include the following: 

a. Joe waited for the train, but the train was late.  

b. I looked for Mary and Samantha at the bus station, but they arrived at the 

station before noon and left on the bus before I arrived. 

c. Mary and Samantha arrived at the bus station before noon, and they left 

on the bus before I arrived.  

d. Mary and Samantha left on the bus before I arrived, so I did not see them 

at the bus station. 

Coordinating conjunctions are useful for connecting sentences, but 

compound sentences often are overused. While coordinating conjunctions 

can indicate some relationship between the two independent clauses in the 

sentence, they sometimes do not indicate much of a relationship. The word 

"and," for example, only adds one independent clause to another, without 

indicating how the two parts of a sentence are logically related. Too many 

compound sentences that use "and" can weaken writing. You can also join 

independent clauses with a semicolon (;), which looks something like a 
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cross between a colon and a comma. If you join clauses with a semicolon, 

you add an abrupt pause, creating a different kind of effect, as shown in the 

sentence below: 

'He said he didn't mind if I stayed home; it soon became clear he 

wasn't being honest. 

The sentence still means the same as before, but using the coordinator 

'but' softens the impact of the second clause. 

3. Complex sentence 

Such sentences also have two or more full predications. One of these 

are independent clause or main clauses that are similar to the form of the 

simple sentence, and one or more of these are dependent clauses or 

subordinate clauses. A complex sentence is made up of an independent 

clause and one or more   dependent clauses connected to it. A dependent 

clause is similar to an independent clause, or complete sentence, but it lacks 

one of the elements that would make it a complete sentence.  

Examples of dependent clauses include the following:  

a. Because Mary and Samantha arrived at the bus station before noon 

b. While he waited at the train station after they left on the bus Dependent 

clauses such as those above cannot stand alone as a sentence, but they 

can be added to an independent clause to form a complex sentence. 

Dependent clauses begin with subordinating conjunctions. Below are 

some of the most common subordinating conjunctions: (After, although, as, 

because, before, even though, if, since, though, unless, until, when, 
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whenever, whereas, wherever, while) When the dependent clause comes 

first, a comma should be used to separate the two clauses.  

a. Because Mary and Samantha arrived at the bus station before noon, I 

did not see them at the station. 

b. While he waited at the train station, Joe realized that the train was late. 

c. After they left on the bus, Mary and Samantha realized that Joe was 

waiting at the train station. 

Complex sentences are often more effective than compound sentences 

because a complex sentence indicates clearer and more specific 

relationships between the main parts of the sentence. The word "before," for 

instance, tells readers that one thing occurs before another. A word such as 

"although" conveys a more complex relationship than a word such as "and" 

conveys. A complex sentence has one independent clause and at least one 

dependent clause. The independent clause is called the main clause, and the 

dependent clause is called the subordinate clause. These clauses are joined 

by conjunctions which include: as, as if, even if, if, because, unless, etc. 

example: as she is a big bully, I stay away from her / I will do it if I have the 

time. The main clause is I stay away from her, and I will do it.  

1. Compound-complex Sentences  

Compound-complex Sentences contain two or more independent 

clauses and one or more dependent clauses. A compound-complex sentence 

combines complex sentence and compound sentence forms. A compound- 

complex sentence contains one or more independent clauses and one or 
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more dependent clauses. A compound-complex sentence combines the 

compound and the complex sentence. The compound part means that it has 

two or more complete sentences. The complex part means that it has at least 

one incomplete sentence. One of the easiest ways to understand compound-

complex sentences is to first take a look at the compound sentence and the 

complex sentence separately.  

A compound sentence contains two or more complete sentences 

joined by one or more of the following words: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so. 

For example, in the sentence: 'He left, and I never saw him again,' the two 

complete sentences 'He left' and 'I never saw him again' are joined by the 

word 'and,' making it a compound sentence. 

A complex sentence contains a complete sentence joined by one or 

more incomplete sentences. For example, in the sentence: 'Juan and Maria 

went to the movies after they finished studying,' the complete sentence 'Juan 

and Maria went to the movies' is joined by the incomplete sentence, 'after 

they finished studying,' making it a complex sentence. 

A compound-complex sentence combines the compound and the 

complex sentence. It contains two or more complete sentences joined by one 

or more of the following words: for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so, and at least 

one incomplete sentence.  

C. Subordinate Clause or Dependent Clause 

Davidson (2003) a subordinate clause is a clause that can’t stand alone 

without another clause, subordinate clause is also known as a dependent 



17 

 

 
 

clause. According to Azar (1999), a dependent clause (or subordinate clause) 

is not a complete sentence or unclear statement which needs information as 

complement. It must be correlated to an independent clause. Frank (1972) in a 

dependent clause, the full predication is altered in such a way that the clause 

must be attached to another clause, an independent clause. Sub clause is a 

clause which is depended on other clauses, in another word, it cannot stand 

alone as sentence or complete idea. 

A dependent clause, also known as a subordinate clause, clause that 

cannot stand alone without another clause because it does not contain clear 

information necessary to be a complete statement or idea. A clause is 

dependent containing words such as before, after, because, since, to, 

although, and though as the characteristic of dependent clause its self. Sub-

clauses showing the partial sentence from the main clause. A noun clause is a 

type of dependent clause that acts as a noun in the sentence. Here are the 

instances to have a brief distinction of clausal independency: 

1. If she doesn’t have any tea, I’ll drink coffee. (dependent clause/ 

developmental clause/ sub clause). 

2. After I know you, I ensure her. (dependent clause/ developmental clause/ 

sub clause). 

The dependency of a clause that they cannot stand alone as a sentence 

regarding the context given through the conjunction is still hung on. The same 

as independent clause, the place where it should appropriately be placed is 

optional that is regardless. 
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Kinds of sub clause are: 

1. Noun Clause 

Noun clauses is mentioned in Frank (1972: 62) stating that a noun 

clause consists of a subject and predicate that functions as a noun. She 

adds the common functions are as the subject and object of a verb. A noun 

clause will always contain a subject and a verb. However, it cannot stand 

alone as complete thought Noun Clause is used as a subject or an object 

and complement.  

Example:  

as a subject = what you said is not true  

as an object = I cannot understand what you said  

Complement = That is what you said 

2. Adjective Clause  

Frank (1972) states that a definition of an adjective clause is as a 

clause that functions as an adjective in modifying the noun functions in 

sentence structure. Davidson (2003) defines it as a group of words with a 

subject and verb that modifies a noun in a sentence. An adjective clause is 

a type of dependent clause that acts as an adjective in the sentence. An 

adjective clause will always contain a subject and a verb. However, it 

cannot stand alone as a complete thought. An adjective clause is a 

dependent clause that modifies a noun in sentence. 

Kinds of the adjective clause:  

a. Defining Adjective is necessary information  

Example: The man who collected fossils as a hobby is her husband.  
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b. Nondefining Adjective is additional information. 

Example: Mr. Smith, who collected fossils as a hobby, is her husband. 

For example, in the sentence, 'A dog that eats too much pizza will 

soon develop pepperoni breath,' the dog could be any dog. To know which 

dog you are talking about, your reader must have the information in the 

relative clause 'that eats too much pizza.' The essential relative clause, 'that 

eats too much pizza,' does not require that you separate it from the rest of 

the sentence, 'A dog,' and thus, does not require that you use a comma to 

do so. 

A relative clause is nonessential when you do not need the 

information it provides. A nonessential relative clause does require a 

comma to separate it from the rest of the sentence. For example, in the 

sentence, 'My dog Floyd, who eats too much pizza, has developed 

pepperoni breath,' the 'dog' is now a specific dog named 'Floyd.' The 

relative clause, 'who eats too much pizza,' becomes nonessential because 

your reader does not need the information it contains to know that your 

dog Floyd has developed pepperoni breath. The nonessential relative 

clause, 'who eats too much pizza,' requires that you separate it from the 

rest of the sentence, 'My dog Floyd' and 'has developed pepperoni breath,' 

and that you use a comma to do so. 

3. Adverbial Clause 

Frank (1972) defines that an adverbial clause is a clause that 

functions as an adverb in sentence structures. Azar (2002) is a dependent 
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clause that functions as an adverb. That is, the entire clause modifies a 

verb, an adjective, or another adverb. From the definitions above, we 

conclude that an adverbial clause is a sub-clause or dependent clause 

functioning as an adverb in the sentence structure to indicate time, place, 

condition, contrast, concession, reason, purpose, or result. An adverbial 

clause is marked by using subordinate conjunction as the link to a main 

clause. An adverbial clause is a type of dependent clause that acts as an 

adverb in the sentence. An adverbial clause will always contain a subject 

and a verb. However, it cannot stand alone as a complete thought. 

Types of Adverbial Clause:  

a. Manner = She did it as I told him  

b. Place = She put the novel where you will never find it.  

c. Time = when the sun rises she’ll get up.  

d. Degree = She is older than she looks.  

e. Cause (reason) = I run because I was late.  

f. Purpose = We plant is seen so that we can reap crops.  

g. Result = He worked hard so that he was tired.  

h. Concession = She went although it was raining.  

i. Condition = If I hear any news, I’ll phone you. 

D. The Concept of Reported Speech 

1. Definition  

According to Thompson and Martinet (1986), indirect speech is 

normally used when conversation is reported verbally, though direct 
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speech is sometimes employed here to give a more dramatic effect. When 

we turn direct speech into indirect speech, some changes are usually 

necessary. These are most easily studied by considering statement, 

question, and commands separately.  

Swam (1983) states “indirect speech is the way of quoting 

somebody’s word or thought”. In this case, we talk about the idea that 

was expressed without quoting the exact words that we used, and we 

connect it more closely to our sentence (for example, by using that or 

whether). 

So he comes into the pub and says (that) he will have paint 

And then I wondered whether he really mean it. 

According to Azar (1999), reported speech refers to using a noun 

clause to report what someone has said and no quotation mark is used. 

According to Payne (2011), direct speech is when a speaker reports the 

exact words of another person. Indirect speech is when a speaker reports 

the content of someone has said, but no necessarily the exact words. 

Crystal (2008) states that direct speech refers to the use of actual 

utterance, with no grammatical modification, e.g. ‘Is he coming?’ John 

asked is a direct question, whereas John asked if he was coming is an 

indirect question. 

Further, Crystal (2008) states that indirect speech refers to the use 

of  grammatical construction where the words of the speaker are 

subordinated to a verb in a main clause, e.g. She said that she had a cold, 

where the ‘direct speech’ would have been I have a cold. 
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Eastwood        (1994) states that direct speech when we repeat 

someone’s words and indirect speech when we use our own words to 

report what someone says.  

Direct speech: ‘I like football, Emma says 

Indirect speech: Emma said that she liked football. 

Chalker (1994) states that direct speech is used mainly in writing to 

report a person’s word exactly. It is found in conversation in books, in 

plays, and in quotations, and is often used in situation where accuracy is 

important, such as in areas relating to law and public media. Indirect 

speech is a way of reporting what someone has said, using an 

introductory reporting verb and subordinate clause.  

Besed on the explanation above, the researcher concludes that 

direct speech is when a speaker reports the exact words of another 

person. Indirect speech is the way used when conversation is reported 

verbally. It is used when a speaker reports the content of what someone 

said, but not necessarily the exact words.  

In making indirect speech, there are some verbs used only in 

reported speech, they are: 

a. Indirect speech using say and tell is followed by a pronoun object, 

another pattern in a past form with say in used to + a pronoun object. 

Example: any said to me that she was hungr, or  

Harry told me to come to his party. 
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b. Indirect speech using ask and if when the question has no question-

word, but it is one of the kinds that can take yes or no for an answer, 

whether or if is used as link between the introducing verb and the 

reported speech. 

Example: Mr. Lee asked me whether I was sick or not. 

In indirect speech the actual words of the orginal speaker are 

usually changed, in that the pronoun, time and place adverbial, and tense 

are adjusted to the overview of the person now reporting. Let us begin by 

looking at these changes. When using reported speech, the form changes. 

Usually reported speech is introduced by the verb said, as in I said, Bill 

said, or they said. Using the verb say in this tense indicates that 

something was said in the past. In these cases, the main verb in the 

reported sentence is put in the past. If the main verb is already in a past 

tense, then the tense changes to another past tense; it can almost be seen 

as moving even further into the past. 

Verb tense changes also characterize other situation using indirect 

speech. Note the changes shown in the chart and see the table below for 

example. With indirect speech, the use of that is optional.  

2. Tense Change 

Tense in English identifies when an event happens or describes a 

state. Normally, the tense in reported speech is one tense back in time 

from the tense in direct speech: 

She said, ”I am tired.”        She said that she was tired. 
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The changes are shown the table: 

Simple present 

”I  always drinks coffee”, he  said 
Simple past 

he said that he always liked to 

drink coffee 

Present continuous 

“I am reading”, she explained. 
Past continuous 

She explained that she was 

reading. 

Present perfect 

“My mother has arrived” she said 
Past perfect 

She said that her mother had 

arrived. 

Present perfect continuous 

“Their parents complained, we 

have been waiting for hours”.  

Past perfect continuous 

Their parents compained that we 

had been waiting for hours. 

Simple past 

“Nita arrived on Friday”, her friend 

said. 

past perfect 

her friend said that Nita had 

arrived on Friday. 

Past continuous 

“You were livin in Singapore”, 

They told me 

Past perfect continuous 

They told me that you had been 

living in Singapore. 

Past perfect 

“I had just written a letter”, he 

explained. 

Past perfect 

He explained that he had just 

written a letter. 

 

Writing is an important cultura                l achievement which, in 

contradistinction to many other such achievements, is closely liked with 

language. A cross-linguistic study of reported speech has to take into 

account the possibility that writing itself influences the way how speech 

reporting is carried out and understood. That writing is not simply speech 

written down is by now a common.  

Thurgood (1981) pointed out that direct speech and indirect speech 

are manifestations of evidentiality in English grammar. Modern English, 

however, has also developed other forms of reported speech. 
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E. Conceptual Framework 

 Teaching English especially writing skill is a skill that one of the major 

skill which teaches at the university. Teaching English is not only focusing on 

how the students can be able to speak English fluently but also how students 

can understand and master the grammar, especially in main clause and sub 

clause. There are number of mistakes that students make when writing down 

even learning kind of clauses based on reported speech, the students could not 

distinguish kind of clauses and they don’t mastery about the concept of clause 

and the grammatical structure of clause. 

 Based on the mistakes, the writer tries to identify their abilities in 

distinguishing kind of clauses into sentences. The writer gives a written test 

about the material for the students than the students’ identify main clause and 

sub clause based on their ability. The writer motivates that the students 

identify those kind of clauses into a simpe sentences and writer will explain 

about clause and give more assignments to the students to increase 

confrehention identify some kind of clauses into a simple sentences based on 

reported speech.  

Conceptual Framework 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 

A. Research Design 

In this research will use descriptive study (quantitative approach). it 

aims to identify main clause (independent clause) and subordinate clause 

(dependent clause) in sentences on Reported speech. 

 

B. Research Variable and Indicator 

Variable that the researcher will use in this research is to identify  

main clauses and sub-clauses in a sentence on reported speech (simple past 

tense). 

Indicator that the researcher will use in this research kinds of 

sentences which are compound complex sentence. 

 

C. Population and Sample 

1. Population 

The population of this study is the fifth-semester students of 

Muhammadiyah University of Makassar in academic year 2019 which 

are consist of 6 classes with 114 students. The number of population is 

indicated in the following table: 
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Table 3.1 The Population of the Research 

No The Fifth Semester of English Depart 

Department 

Population 

1 BG V A 16 

2 BG V B 24 

3 BG V C 21 

4 BG V D 15 

5 BG V E 18 

6 BG V F 20 

TOTAL 114 

 

2. Sample 

The samples of this study are students of the fifth Semester of 

English Department Muhmmadiyah University of Makassar. This 

research will use Random Sampling Technique. The researcher will 

take 5 students of each class randomly. So the number of the sample is 

30 students. 

D. Research Instrument 

In this research, the instrument using is a written test of their ability in 

identifying main clause (independent clause) and subordinate clause 

(dependent clause) in sentences on reported speech. Total numbers of 

questions are 25 questions; number 1-25 to identify main and subordinate 

clause in the sentences on reported speech. 
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E. Data Collection 

There are some procedures that researcher will do in collecting the 

data; 

1. Before giving the test the researcher will give explanation about the 

item and the purpose of this researcher for 5-8 minutes. 

2. The researcher will ask the students to identify main clauses and sub-

clauses based on their ability, then using 30 minutes for the limited time 

for answering the tests. 

3. The researcher will collect the test which is done by the students.  

4. The researcher will analyse the students’ ability in identifying main 

clauses and sub-clauses in reports speech based on their answer test. 

5. After collecting the data the researcher will analyzes the students’ 

correct and incorrect answer based on the test from the instrument that 

students have done by using mark (X) if incorrect answer and using 

mark (√) if correct answer 

F. Technique of Data Analysis 

1. Rubric Assessment 

Table 3.3 Assessment 

No. NOTE SCORE 

1 Correct Answer 4 

2 Incorrect Answer 0 
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2. Statistical Analysis 

Mean score is used to make a generalizing the finding of the research. It 

is more relevance to describe student grade point average. To find out 

the mean score, the researcher will apply this formula:  

 

𝐌 =
∑𝐗 

𝐍
 

Notes:  

M = mean score  

∑x = the Sum of All Scores  

N = the total number of Students  

Gay (1981:298) 

After knowing the test result of students’ score, the researcher will 

percentage all the data in formula of four levels mastery (Abadi, 2013). 

Tabel.3.2. The detail formula 

NO Score Classification 

1 80 – 100 Excellent 

2 60 – 79 Good 

3 50 – 59 Fair 

4 0 – 49 Poor 

 

I. If the students got 80 - 100 from the test, they got “Excellent” in 

classification 

II. If the students got 60 - 69 from the test, they got “Good” in 

classification. 
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III. If the students got 50 - 59 from the test, they got “Fair” 

classification 

IV. If the Students got 0 - 49 from the test they got “Poor” in 

classification. 
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CHAPTER IV 

FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

 

A. Finding 

The researcher findings consist of the students’ ability in 

identifying both main clause and sub clauses on reported speech based on 

the test. Total numbers of questions are 25 questions which each of 

number consists main clause and and sub clause on reported speech in the 

sentence. 

1. The students’ ability to identify Main Clause 

To find out the mean score of the students’ writing test about the 

main clause which consisted 25 numbers, total score of main clause test 

was 2.212, and total numbers of the students were 30, so the mean score 

of the students’ ability to identify main clause was 73,73 (good). 

All the data which analyzed to find out the students’ ability to 

identify main clause on reported speech in the sentences. The data was 

taken from around 30 students that were presented below: 

Table 4.1. The mean score of Main Clauses Test  

ITEM OF  

TEST 

TOTAL 

SCORE 

TOTAL 

NUMBER OF 

STUDENTS 

MEAN 

SCORE 

CLASSIF

ICATION 

Main  

Clause 

2.212 30 73,73 good 
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The result of the data was found that the students’ ability to 

identify main clauses on reported speech in a sentence having good 

enough comprehension and most the students were be able to 

distinguish both of them. 

2. The Students’ Ability to Identify Sub Clauses 

To find out the mean score of the students’ written test about sub 

clause which consisted 25 numbers. Total score of the sub clause test 

was 2.212, and the total numbers of the students were 30, so the mean 

score of the students’ ability to identify sub clauses was 73,73 (good). 

All the data which analyzed to find out students’ ability to 

identify sub clause on reported speech in sentence. The data was taken 

from around 30 students which presented below: 

Table 4.2. The mean score of Sub Clauses Test  

ITEM OF  

TEST 
TOTAL 

SCORE 

TOTAL 

NUMBER 

OF 

STUDENTS 

MEAN 

SCORE 

CLASSIFI

CATION 

Sub 

Clause 

2.212 30 73,73 Good 

 

𝐌 =
∑𝐗 

𝑵
 

                                            

                                  Where:        M = mean score  

                                        ∑x = the Sum of All Scores  

                                        N = the total number of Students 
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The result of the data was found that the students’ ability to 

identify both main clauses and sub sub clause on reported speech in a 

sentence having good enough score but most the students were still 

difficult to distinguish them. 

To know the average of the students’ ability to identify main 

clause and sub clause 

 

 

To find out the mean score of the students’ written test which 

consisted 25 question that each of number contained main clause and sub 

clause. Total score of the main clause test was 2.212, and total numbers 

of the students were 30 while the mean score of the students’ ability to 

identify main clause was 73,73 (good). Total score of the sub clause was 

2.212, and total numbers of the students were 30 while the mean score of 

the students’ ability to identify sub clause was 73,73 (good) means some 

students  were still difficult to determine them, and some students were 

having good comprehension about them. However this score need to be 

improved because this category is still low for college students.  

0

20

40

60

80

Main Clause Sub Clause

Average 
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B. Discussion 

Abadi (2013) states that students are difficult to identify 

dependent clause as detail, students are difficult in identifying dependent 

clause because dependent clause has many kinds, the data showed that 

44.00 (poor). While Nurpitasari (2015) states that in identifying 

independent clause easiest because the test just asked students to identify 

clause as general, the data showed that students got 62.35 (good). 

Based on the finding of this research, the researcher would like to 

show the analysis of students’ answers in identifying main clause and sub 

clause were classified 73.73 as a good. 

The researcher created 25 number of identifying test in which the 

command to the student was just to identify main clause and sub clause 

in sentences. The researcher though that kind of tests easiest category to 

understand because in this category the test just asked the students to 

choose what is the sub-clauses as general in sentences. This category test 

is little same of the first category test, in the first category students 

identify the main clause and this second category the students identify the 

sub clause. The test also presented in underlining the main clause and the 

sub clauses from the sentences it aims to see the students’ ability in 

distinguish both of clauses. 

Based on the result of the student’s written test, the researcher 

found that the students had a good classification to identify main clause 

and sub clause in sentences. There were some problem the students did in 
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underlining the sentences. Sometimes the students did not pay attention 

well of the characteristics of sub clause. The other student's problem 

were some of the students underlined the subordinate clause only at the 

last sentence, but the subordinate clause in sentence could also put at the 

middle of the sentence. 1 student got excellent classification, 23 students 

got good classification, 6 students got a poor classification. 

The result of the data founded that the students’ ability to identify 

main clauses and sub-clauses in a sentence was still having less ability 

and most of the students still confused to distinguish both of them. So, 

the students were still less comprehension about clauses and they not 

mastery about kinds of the sentence (simple sentence, complex sentence, 

compound sentence and compound-complex sentence) including kinds of 

clauses (main clauses and sub-clauses). From the students’ test, the 

researcher concluded that the students were still difficult to identify main 

clauses and subordinate clauses in sentences. It was shown by the 

incorrect answer of each number of students’ test. The number of 

incorrect answer more than the correct answer. It is because of the 

students’ still less comprehension about main clauses and sub-clauses. So 

that, when the teacher teaches material clauses, the students’ are 

suggested to concrete and pay attention seriously. 

 

 

 



 

36 

CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

This part of the thesis, the writer would like to present the 

conclusion of findings and suggestions.                  

A. Conclusion 

From the discussion in the previous chapter, it could be concluced 

that: 

1. The students’ ability to identify main clauses get good 

classification with the mean score is 73,73 (good). 

2. The students’ ability to identify sub-clauses get good 

classification with the mean score is 73,73 (good). 

From the findings above, it can be concluded that the students’ 

ability in identifying main clause and sub clause hav good 

comprehension. However, The researcher concluded this score need to 

be improved because this category is still low for college students. 

B. Suggestion 

Based on the result of study and conclusions above, the researcher 

would like to suggest the following: 

1. The teacher must improve their teaching ability while teaching 

material about clauses. 

2. The teacher should give more exercise about main clauses, 

subordinate clauses and various kinds of sentences (simple, 

compound, complex, compound-complex sentences). 
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3. The students should always be active in the learning process and 

improve their learning style. It uses to improve their knowledge 

about clauses so that they can believe their ability in English. 

4. The students should know and understand what the importance of 

mastering clauses in learning English. 

5. The students’ are suggested that they concentrate and pay 

attention seriously to the teachers than they teach materials about 

clauses. 

6. For the next researchers that have similar research should give an 

interview section to know what the student's difficulties in 

distinguishing main clauses and subordinate clauses. 
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APPENDIX 1: TEST OF CLAUSE 
 

Name: 

Class: 

Date: 

 

A. Underline once for main clause (-) and twice for sub clause (=)! 

1 Your friend told me that she would phone you when the night came 

2 She said that I had to explain how cookies were made before we practiced 

her techniques at home. 

3 Her mother said that she cleaned her house Because she had free time 

during last holiday, 

4 Nisa said that her father had died when she was child. 

5 He said that he would be there again the next day when he had much money. 

6 My siste said that I had to finish the race Even though I would be tired. 

7 She said that he was going shopping because she could get me anything. 

8 My father said that he had just received a letter after he went home. 

9 I said that I would go if he could  land me the money.  

10 He said that he would discuss it the next day after he had finished the 

research. 

11 She said that I would feel disappointed if you lied to her. 

12 My friend said that he was ready to come Whenever you would need her 

help. 

13 My sister said that The movie was still enjoyable even though it was so 

long. 

14 They said that Everyone looked at me when I cried like baby. 
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15 She said that I was skinny going to abroad when you were a baby. 

16 She said that When I washed dishes, my children run outside the house  

17 I said that You were better to prepare before the teacher held the test. 

18 She said that Nita was a quiet person after she knew you better. 

19 He said that you came this week after you had known his house. 

20 Charlie said that he lived in London two years ago when you moved to 

Jakarta. 

21 She said that while she was cooking, her child was busy preparing for the 

table. 

22 Resky  said that she was getting adult when she stayed in London. 

23 She said that I liked the person as if I loved her mother. 

24 Sinta said that she would not know the reason unless you told her. 

25 I said to her that I wanted to borrow her money  when her mother gave her 

money. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



42 

 

 

 
 

APPENDIX 2: KEY ANSWERS 

1 Your friend told me that she would phone you when the night came. 

2 She said that I had to explain how cookies were smade, before we 

practiced her techniques at home. 

3 Her mother said that she cleaned her house Because she had free time last 

holiday, 

4 Nisa said that her father had died when she was child. 

5 He said that he would be there again tha next day when he had much 

money. 

6 My sister said that I had to finish the race Even though I would be tired. 

7 She said that he was going shopping because she could get me anything. 

8 My father said that he had just received a letter after he went home. 

9 I said that I would go if he could land me the money.  

10 He said that he would discuss it the next day after he had finished the 

research. 

11 She said that I will feel disappointed if you lied to her. 

12 My friend said that he was ready to come Whenever you would need her 

help. 

13 My sister said that The movie was still enjoyable even though it was so 

long. 

14 They said that Everyone looked at me when I was cried like baby. 

15 She said that I was skinny going to abroad when you were a baby. 

16 She said that When I washed dishes, my children run outside the house. 
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17 I said that You were better to prepare before the teacher held the test. 

18 She said that Nita was a quiet person after she knew you better. 

19 He said that you came this week after you had known his house. 

20 Charlie said that he lived in London now when you moved to jakarta. 

21 She said that while she was cooking, her child was busy preparing for the 

table. 

22 Resky  said that she was getting adult when she stayed in London. 

23 She said that I liked the person as if I love her mother. 

24 Sinta said that she would not know the reason unless you told her. 

25 I said to her that I wanted to borrow her money when her moher gave her 

money. 
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APPENDIX 3: The score of students’ assessment (main clause) 

 

No  Class of The Students Correct Incorrect Score Classification 

1 SA1 23 2 92 Excellent 

2 SA2 16 9 64 Good 

3 SA3 20 5 80 Excellent 

4 SA4 23 2 92 Excellent 

5 SA5 25 0 100 Excellent 

6 SB1 4 21 16 Poor 

7 SB2 22 3 88 Excellent 

8 SB3 23 2 92 Excellent 

9 SB4 23 2 92 Excellent 

10 SB5 18 7 72 Good 

11 SC1 18 7 72 Good 

12 SC2 15 10 60 Good 

13 SC3 23 2 92 Excellent 

14 SC4 16 9 64 Good 

15 SC5 15 10 60 Good 

16 SD1 14 11 56 Fair 

17 SD2 17 8 68 Good 

18 SD3 19 6 76 Good 

19 SD4 21 4 84 Excellent 

20 SD5 20 5 80 Excellent 

21 SE1 21 4 84 Excellent 

22 SE2 13 12 52 Fair 

23 SE3 20 5 80 Excellent 

24 SE4 10 15 40 Poor 

25 SE5 17 8 68 Good 

26 SF1 22 3 88 Excellent 

27 SF2 16 9 68 Good 

28 SF3 22 3 88 Excellent 

29 SF4 20 5 80 Excellent 

30 SF5 16 9 64 Good 

 

Total 552 198 2212   

 

Average 18,40 6,60 73,73 Good 
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APPENDIX 4 : SERTIFIKAT TURNITIN 
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APPENDIX 5 : SURAT PENELITIAN LP3M 
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APPENDIX 6 : KARTU KONTROL PENELITIAN 
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APPENDIX 7 : SURAT TELAH SELESAI MENELITI 

 

 

 



49 

 

 

 
 

APPENDIX 8 : LOA (Letter of Acceptance) 
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APPENDIX 9 :DOCUMENTATION 
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