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Abstract

Research purposes This is to know Islamic moderation challenges and opportunities for
resurrection civilization Islam in Southeast Asia. The method used is a qualitative study.
This type of research is library research, which researchers carry out by collecting,
studying and analyzing references or sources obtained in written form, such as books,
journals, articles, documents and other significant sources of information with the topic
or title. researched. And then the researcher analyzes and draws conclusions to find
answers to what the researcher is studying. Research result This concludes that Islamic
moderation has a crucial role in facing challenges and exploiting opportunities for the
resurrection of Islamic civilization in Southeast Asia. Findings of the study show that
Islamic moderation can become effective in muffle radicalism, strengthening
international cooperation, and building a foundation for inclusive and sustainable
development in the region. However, implementation of Islamic moderation in Southeast
Asia is still faced with a number of challenges, including influence movement radicals,
tension inter-religious and inter-ethnic, and a lack of deep understanding of the values of
Islamic moderation.
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INTRODUCTION

Recent Islamic Moderation This became an important focus in religious and social
discourse, with the goal of having a significant positive impact on various aspects of
public life. The objective is mainly to promote tolerance as well as appreciation for
diversity in social contexts. Principles of mercy, love, and justice become the basis of
efforts to build an inclusive environment where individuals from various backgrounds
and levels of confidence can live side by side in a harmonious way (Mubarak, 2018;
Rahman et al., 2024). Additionally, according to Fatahillah et al. (2023), in the
framework of Islamic moderation, there is significant attention to countermeasures
against extremism and radicalism. This was achieved through a deep understanding of the
essence of Islamic teachings, which emphasize peace and dialogue as means of solving
conflict. Approach moderation; this is also purposeful to strengthen social, interfaith, and
religious proximity as well as promote harmony in a rich society with cultural diversity.
In terms of this, interreligious dialogue and interaction within the intercommunity are
considered effective instruments to strengthen connection, social balance and
sustainability. Lastly, Islamic moderation is also an attempt to enhance women's
participation in religious and social activities as a form of commitment to gender equality
in the context of life-related religions with the demands of contemporary times.

In social life every day, Islamic moderation is reflected through diverse practices and
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behaviors that reflect values of simplicity, tolerance, and peace. One of the salient aspects
is the interaction between individuals and between communities. Islam promotes a
moderation attitude where each other respects and accepts differences between
individuals or groups that have backgrounds in religion, culture, or different social
groups. For example, in the context of work, Islamic moderation encourages open and
mutual dialogue to build harmonious cooperation, solve problems together or face social
challenges. Additionally, in a family environment, Islamic moderation is reflected in the
pattern of parenting children: first, Islamic moral and ethical values are taught without
force, certain to children, but rather give room for them to develop in accordance with
understanding and choice alone (Hasan, 2017; Rosidah et al., 2024).

Beside that, deep context politics and government, moderation Islam teaches principles of
justice, wisdom, and balance in managing public affairs. This matter is reflected in the
effort to guard stability and peace in society, as well as ensuring protection of basic
humanity and social justice for all citizens without looking at the background of religion
or ethnicity. Participation in healthy and responsible politics is also part of practicing
Islamic moderation, where individuals push for involvement in manufacturing process-
related decisions with general interest while noticing Islamic moral and ethical values
(Nurdiyanto et al., 2024; Salik, 2020).

More Far again, deep economics and Islamic moderation put forward principles of
justice, responsibility, social responsibility, and sustainability. Practice a moderate
economy that involves efforts to avoid waste, exploitation, and injustice in the
distribution of wealth and resources. Power . The concept of zakat and alms as part of
religious obligation should be one method for pushing the redistribution of riches in a
way that is fair and helpful to those who need it in public. Apart from that, Islamic
moderation is also encouraged by purposeful innovation and entrepreneurship to benefit
the social and economic well-being of the public, consistent with governing sharia
principles of ethics, business and activities in the economy (Faigah & Pransiska, 2018;
Mubhajir et al., 2023).

Hidayat et al. (2024) Explain that in education, Islamic moderation views the importance
of a balanced approach between religion and science knowledge in general. Based
education Islamic moderation emphasizes the importance of the development of good
morals and character, as well as a deep understanding of Islamic teachings, while still
being open to obtaining relevant knowledge and skills with current development.
Principles of inclusive education and embracing diversity also become integral parts of
Islamic moderation in field education, where every individual is given the same
opportunity to access education without discrimination.

Additionally, in culture and the arts, Islamic moderation is reflected in works of art,
music, and literature that promote messages of peace, harmony and love, darling. Islamic
art and culture in general have become means of conveying religious and moral values to
the public. By presenting work of art that is inspiring and has moral value, Islamic
moderation plays an important role in enriching the life culture and spirituality of society
as well as strengthening an identity balanced and open to Islam (Nugroho & Kartawinata,
2023). At the global level, Islamic moderation is also reflected in efforts to build
connections between nations through respectful and based cooperation in looking for
solutions to global challenges such as climate change, poverty and conflict. Principles
Islamic moderation views peace and justice as the main objectives of international
connection while still maintaining the identity and values of Islam (Jalil, 2016). Overall,
Islamic moderation is not only a theoretical draft but also a practice in various aspects of
life—social, political, economic, educational, cultural, and international relationships. By
integrating religious values with the needs and demands of the times, Islamic moderation
provides a valuable contribution to building a harmonious, just and sustainable society
(Syafri, 2021).
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A study about Islamic moderation in Indonesia illustrates the role of an important
approach to moderation in managing dynamics in the social and political context of this
country. Fahrurrozi and Thohri's (2019) research, which highlighted the impact of Islamic
moderation in handling delicate issues like radicalism and intolerance, is one of the
pertinent pieces of work. Research results show that the application values of Islamic
moderation, which prioritize tolerance, inclusivity, and dialogue, have made a significant
contribution to reducing levels of radicalism as well as strengthening interfaith religious
harmony. Analysis confirms that strategies that promote inclusive understanding of
Islamic teachings, in particular through religious education programs, have proven
successful in relieving tension between religious groups and strengthening mutual
feelings of respect at the local and national levels. So, findings This indicated that Islamic
moderation has significant potential to strengthen the foundation of harmony, social and
stability in politics in Indonesia, a country characterized by strong religious pluralism and
multiculturalism.

In the Asian context, especially Southeast Asia, Islamic moderation has not yet fully
reflected, though there are a number of initiatives taken to promote moderation in social
and religious life. Although this region has diversity in ethnicity, culture, and religion,
there is still a significant challenge in realizing Islamic moderation evenly throughout the
area. Factors like influence, movement radicalism, tension, ethnicity and religion, as well
as a lack of deep understanding of the principles of Islamic moderation, can become
obstacles in this process. Apart from that, there is intervention politics and policy; the
government doesn't always support Islamic moderation, which can also complicate its
implementation. However, it's important to note that although Islamic moderation is not
yet fully reflected in a broad sense, there are efforts from various groups, societies,
organizations, religions, and institutions of government to strengthen understanding and
practice Islamic moderation in various aspects of life. With so, though there is still a
must-challenge encountered, there is potential for development to carry on and realize
more Islamic moderation established and sustainable in Southeast Asia (Mustofa, 2011).

Interesting findings about moderation in Southeast Asia are the result of a study by
Alfazri (2021). This research result highlights the importance of understanding Islamic
moderation in context-rich areas of diversity in culture and religion, such as Southeast
Asia. Although various initiatives have been taken to promote Islamic moderation, there
is still a significant challenge in making it happen in a way that is evenly distributed
throughout the region. A number of factors, such as the influence of radical movements,
tensions in ethnicity and religion, and a lack of deep understanding of the principles of
Islamic moderation, are the main obstacles to its implementation. However, research also
highlights the efforts made by various parties, including group societies, religious
organizations, and governments, to strengthen understanding and practice Islamic
moderation in various aspects of life in Southeast Asia. As a result, this research provides
a more in-depth understanding of the challenges and potential for Islamic moderation in
Southeast Asia, which can serve as the foundation for future efforts to promote more
inclusive and sustainable Islamic moderation.

Study The aim is to explore the role of Islamic moderation in facing challenges and
opportunities in the process of awakening Islamic civilization in Southeast Asia. In
context In this case, Islamic moderation is considered a capable approach to the response
dynamics complex that occurs in the area. Challenges faced, including radicalism,
intolerance, and extremism, can hinder the awakening process of Islamic civilization. On
the other hand, Islamic moderation also brings opportunities to strengthen harmony,
interfaith religion, expand intercultural dialogue, and promote social, economic and
political sustainability. Thus, research This aim is to analyze the contribution of Islamic
moderation in navigating, challenging, and making use of existing opportunities to push
the resurrection of Islamic civilization in Southeast Asia in general in a holistic and
sustainable manner.



Abd. Rahim Razaq 780

METHODOLOGY

The research method used in this research is qualitative. Qualitative research is a research
method used to understand social phenomena in depth (Iswadi et al., 2023). Qualitative
research does not just describe phenomena but also seeks to understand the meaning and
context of these phenomena (Jaya, 2020). This type of research is library research, which
researchers carry out by collecting, studying and analyzing references or sources obtained
in written form, such as books, journals, articles, documents and other significant sources
of information with the topic or title. researched. And then the researcher analyzes and
draws conclusions to find answers to what the researcher is studyingts.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Based on results, studies and findings, it appears that Islamic moderation is key to facing
challenges and opportunities in the resurrection of Islamic civilization in Southeast Asia.
Challenge covers various aspects, starting from trending religious radicalism up to
tensions interreligious and interethnic. However, in the midst of this challenge, Islamic
moderation presents a significant opportunity to foster social harmony, improve
international cooperation, and strengthen the foundation for long-term development in the
region. According to a number of experts, Islamic moderation has an important role in
responding to challenges. Extremism and radicalism are still a serious threat in Southeast
Asia. Luhuringbudi et al . (2020), in their research, highlight how approach moderate in
practice religious can become an effective solution in muffle spread ideology radicals
who can threaten peace and social stability. They confirm that promotion values of
Islamic moderation, such as tolerance, peace, and interfaith dialogue, are key to opposing
narrative hatred and conflict in interfaith religious.

Apart from that, Suharto et al. (2021) highlight in their book that Islamic moderation also
brings a big opportunity to build cooperation among nations in Southeast Asia. By
promoting messages of peace and equality, Islamic moderation can become a basis for
strengthening diplomatic connections between countries in the region. This . They
emphasize that cooperation between nations based on values of Islamic moderation can
bring big benefits for social, economic, and political development in Southeast Asia.
However, implementation of Islamic moderation in Southeast Asia is still faced with a
number of significant challenges. Mulianah (2010) highlights the influence of the
growing radical and extremist movements in several countries in the region. This will be
one obstacle to achieving balanced and inclusive Islamic moderation. They confirm that
steps concrete and effective strategies are required to overcome this threat, including an
approach promoting education, deep understanding of Islamic values, and rejection of
radical ideology. Apart from that, Muhtarom et al . (2020) highlight that tension
sometimes inter-religious and inter-ethnic occurs in several countries in Southeast Asia
and challenge seriousness in realizing Islamic moderation. They emphasize the
importance of strengthening interfaith and constructive dialogue. Awareness of the
importance of tolerance and harmony in interfaith religious dialogue in public. According
to them, development awareness This can be done through education, mass media, and
activities that prioritize social values and Islamic moderation.

On the other hand, Islamic moderation also offers a big opportunity to strengthen
continuity and development in Southeast Asia. Whereas Ali et al . (2021) highlight that
values of Islamic moderation, such as justice social, responsibility, answering the
environment, and sustainable development, yes, become a solid foundation for
formulating policies inclusive of sustainable development in the region. They emphasize
the importance of entering dimensions of religion in planning development to ensure that
development is carried out not only focusing on aspects of economics but also paying
attention to values, humanity and the environment. In facing the challenge and exploiting
opportunity, Islamic moderation in Southeast Asia requires concrete and collaborative
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steps from various parties, including the government, civil society, organizational
religion, and international institutions. Steps: This can include promoting inclusive
education, increasing interfaith dialogue, strengthening institutions democracy, and
developing policies that support the principles of Islamic moderation. With Thus, Islamic
moderation is not only a response to challenges faced but also a source of valuable power
to build a better future that is harmonious and sustainable for Southeast Asia.

Research and expert thinking: This gives a broad and deep view of the role of Islamic
moderation in facing challenges and exploiting opportunities for the resurrection of
Islamic civilization in Southeast Asia. With strengthened values for Islamic moderation,
building international cooperation, and overcoming challenges of extremism and conflict,
Southeast Asia has the potential to become a model for inclusive and sustainable Islamic
moderation at the global level global.As for religious moderation itself, in essence, it is an
interpretation of initial thought, from broad and deep understanding to certain religious
teachings that are later applied in the context of social, cultural, and political life.
Understanding This is based on the principles of simplicity, tolerance, and inclusiveness
in interpreting texts as holy as well as religious practices. Religious moderation tried to
find a point between extremism and liberalism in the interpretation of religious teachings,
with the objective of promoting harmony, peace, and progress in public.

Interpretation of religious moderation often takes root in contextual and adaptive
understanding of sacred and traditional religious texts. It's involving the use of careful
methodology and critical hermeneutics to interpret religious texts to fit with different eras
and cultural contexts. For example, in Islam, approach moderation can be based on
concepts like wasatiyyah, which emphasize balance and middleness in various aspects of
life. Thus, interpretation of religious moderation is not static or dogmatic, but more
nature-dynamic and open to development context social and needs man. Apart from that,
religious moderation is also involved, as will the plurality and complexity of the
experience of religion. This matter means understanding that there are various ways to
understand and practice legitimate religion in society, and that diversity must be respected
and recognized. With values of distinction and inclusivity, religious moderation strives to
build harmony between interfaith religious groups while strengthening unity in diversity.

Religious moderation is also an issue in response to challenges and developments in
social and global contexts. In the middle dynamics of continuous social changes and
challenges emerging, religious moderation became important in offering relevant
understanding and balanced solutions. _ _ For example, in the context of globalization,
religious moderation can play a role in overcoming tensions between local and global
interests as well as promoting a wider understanding of humanity and solidarity across
borders. Additionally, religious moderation also plays a role in moderate social conflict
and tension. With inclusive insight and solutions that side with justice, religious
moderation can become a bridge for building dialogue and reconciliation between various
groups in mutual society. This can cover efforts to mediate conflict, promote interfaith
dialogue, and facilitate reconciliation processes.

As a result, religious moderation promotes social well-being and long-term development.
With emphasis on values like justice, twelve sorry, and bearing it out, social and religious
moderation can become a pusher for corrective actions that condition the social and
economic public. For example, in Islam, the concepts of zakat (obligatory donations) and
alms (voluntary donations) are used to strengthen social solidarity and close the economic
gap. In addition, religious moderation also offers a balanced and comprehensive view of
contemporary issues like basic people, gender, environment, and peace. By integrating
religious values with universal principles about dignity, humanity and justice, religious
moderation can make a significant contribution to promoting deeper understanding and
taking more effective action to address these global challenges.
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CONCLUSION

Based on the discussion above, it can be concluded that Islamic moderation has a crucial
role in facing challenges and exploiting opportunities for the resurrection of Islamic
civilization in Southeast Asia. Findings of the study show that Islamic moderation can
become effective in muffle radicalism, strengthening international cooperation, and
building a foundation for inclusive and sustainable development in the region. This .
However, implementation of Islamic moderation in Southeast Asia is still faced with a
number of challenges, including influence movement radicals, tension inter-religious and
inter-ethnic, and a lack of deep understanding of the values of Islamic moderation.
Therefore, that's it. Follow it and carry on studying. Next, focus on developing concrete
strategies to overcome challenges, like promotion of inclusive education, strengthening
interfaith dialogue, and development of policies that support values of Islamic
moderation. Additionally, research continuation is also necessary to explore more far-
potency Islamic moderation to strengthen cooperation internationally and lay the
foundation for sustainable development in Southeast Asia. With So, you can expect that
study to advance. This will make a meaningful contribution by promoting inclusive and
sustainable Islamic moderation in the region, as well as helping create a better future that
is harmonious and prosperous for Southeast Asia.
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