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Background : The growing stigma that beauty is synonymous with white skin, 

makes cosmetics that are in great demand by the public are whitening cosmetics. 

The high market demand for whitening cosmetics is certainly a favourable 

opportunity for business actors in the field of cosmetics. However, with the size of 

this opportunity, it becomes a gap that can be utilised by business actors to produce 

illegal whitening creams that use dangerous ingredients such as mercury. The use 

of mercury in whitening creams can cause various things, ranging from rapid skin 

discolouration, the emergence of dark spots on the skin, allergies, and skin 

irritation. In the use of high doses, mercury can cause permanent damage to the 

brain and kidneys, as well as cause developmental disorders in the foetus. 

Research Objectives : To find out the face whitening cream circulating in the Main 

Market, Binamu District, Jeneponto Regency contains mercury and how much 

mercury is contained in the whitening cream 

Research Results : Of the seven samples studied, it was positive for mercury. 

Mercury levels in sample A 1mg/kg; sample B 500 mg/kg; sample C 0.5 mg/kg; 

sample D 750 mg/kg; sample E 500 mg/kg; sample F 0.5 mg/kg; sample G 750 

mg/kg. 

Keywords : Face Whitening Cream, Mercury, Atomic Absorbsion 

Spectrophotometry(SSA). 
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