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Speech by Japanese Prime Minister Naoto Kan

Presented at the World Feonomic Forum,
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that | entered polinies. T made my sl wa party with only o bandiul of members in

Japan's National Diet. After 30 yews of work. last year | became president of the

Democratie Party ol Japan (D). with more than 400 members in the Dicl, and then




the nation's prime minister. Reminded ol these 30-yeur activities, il s with deep
emotion that | attend this forum today.

| crossed the Burasian conunent o be here this weekend, the Urst aller a new

iFallih

security policy:

. Uirst. the Japan-US athance as the comerstone of Japan's tomegn policy,

which has been a basic stance for Japan:




Second. the new development of foreign relations with Asiu:

[

Third, the promotion of economic diplomacy;
Fourth, ellorts 1o address global 1ssues; and

Fifth, Japan responding appropriately o the s.eeurityunvimnmem surrounding

voE

1L These Live pillars are lormulaig ‘new realily ' overy much m mind.

Agamst a background of Jr tectenic changes, the
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twice. Lhe liest (imewis when T aiment's policy

of shutting itself Fon the re: amced s madernization, With

the second opemng, alter the end ol the World War |1, Jupan lolowed the path ol

democracy and free cconomy. Through these two openings, Fapan literally opened up




the door ol its economy o the world. In addition, new politcal and social structures
were crealed through developing the attractive aspects of Japan's traditional culture as
they actively absorbed ideas Irom loreign countries. Japan carried out what could be

called "opening the nation from within."

(3} Promoting Economic

Opening
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i4) R'miimﬁzing Agricnlture Based on a Nation-Upening Spirit




Vorees are heard in Japan Lhat promoting economic partnerships will endanger
our agriculture. But 1 do not take the approach of cheosing between the liberalization
of trade and the survival ol agncullure. Promoling cconomic partnerships and

revitalizing agricuiture are compatible. For gxample. two days ago. a Japanese food
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developmg co

consumption by splicrices.

W are also providing assistunice 0 Mulaysia, which s reducing its electric power

consumption by improving clinuse-control equipment in {actories. This sharing of




Jupunese technologies not only contnbules o prolecting the environment but is also
effective in reducing the burden to procuring energy and natural resources by those
countries, Jupan will continue Lo ke the lead in grappling with (he issues facing the

world, including in the area of the envirogment, showing the global community

models of ways W overcome them.

3. Creating New Bonds ("' K
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Minimizing unhappiness is thus the first role that politics must seek to play. It is for

this very reason that today. when tradibonal bonds are weakening, we need (o create




new bonds 1 alleviale the disparities and social isolation that could accompany the
opening up of a nation,

From this perspective, ellorls wimed al "social inclusion’ are extremuely
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work have long 2 for a retum o old wiys, |

think that we need 1o create new bonds suitable to the times and regions in which we

live, while we look to the past for guidance. The image of a spiral siaircase might




Hlustrate this point well, Although al lirst glance it looks as il we ure merely going
round in circles and returning to our past. in fact we are climbing up 1o the next level,
I want Jupan o make a contribution o the world through this spiral-staircase-style
model of development, in which traditionsgare reinvigorated. combined with new

vitlues.

(41 Lrosioiiig fifer

Furthermore. in order w0 promote creating new honds in the Asia Pacitic

region. 1 put forward the "inclusive growth” approach as chair of the Asia-Pacific

——




Eeonomie Cooperation (APEC) Economic Leaders’ Meeting i November last vear as
part of a strategy for overall regional growth. The objective is 1o give all the ciizens
ol cach country the vpporlunily o participate in and contnbule W cconomie growlh,
and 1o share its benefits. Based on this apprgach, in the APFC Growth Strategy we

With: this ox

very much,




DR, KLAUS SCHWAB, EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN OF THE WORLD
ECONOMIC FORUM: Prime Minister. thank you very much for ihis
comprehensive presentation ol your policies. | was struck purlicularly by your

concept of Kizuna, because i [ think of the g se of what we are doing here at the
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PRIME MINISTER NAOTO KAN: My conecpt of "a socrety with the foast
unhappiness” s not something W be pursued only within our domestic policies. |




constder 1L important that things advance under this same Lype of principle
internationaily and within - each  country around the  world.
Faypl 15 currenily facing @ somewhal unslable stuaton. Looking al the causes

leading 1o such instability in unstable nationsgit is all well and good For the suceessiul

unstubie and cusiiy triggered.

thered here at the
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In that sense, [ think 1
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are muhing a ditierence in enbancing stabihity around the workd, particelarly through
assistance W emerging economies and developing nations, That is the most important

thing. 1n my opinion,




DR, KLAUS SCHWAB: Let me ask vou a personal guesiion. You are. as far
as [ know, the first Prime Minister whose [aiher hasa't been a prime minister. And
vou are also something which apparenily Is very rare in Japan compared o other

countries - vou are a lawyer. You have been a patent fwwyer, IF vou ke your
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PRIME MINISTER NAOTO KAN: Let me thank vou, Dr. Schwab, and
also the many people who lisiened (o my remarks with interest. Thank you very much
indeed.




