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Ladies and Gentlemen,
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\ ﬁ"" I//

77,
. A\ — /ﬁ'//
i LR

e
,J

b | .-.‘:(._“~» el
un\\“\\“ ‘\JZ' \\{

///Ili 7oA \\\
// *m* W\

rets e U A

tragedy. This'ls why | wanted top
wide ban on these weapons. During my days in Angola, | saw m first hand three
aspects of this scourge. In the hospitals of Luanda, the capital, and Huambo, scene
of bitter fighting not long ago. | visited some of the mine victims who had




survived, and saw their injuries. | am not going to describe them, because in my
experience it turns 0o many people away from the subject. Suffice to say, that
when you look at the mangled bodies, some of them children, caught by these
mines, vou marvel at their survival. What is so cruel about these injuries, is that

they are almost invariably suffered, where medical resources are scarce.

devastation?




My third main experience was to see what has been done, slowly and
perilously, to get these mines out of the earth. In the Kuito and Huambo region |
spent a morning with small team from Halo Trust. which is training Angolans to
work on the pervasive minefields and supervising their work. | speak of "our

team" because men of the Mines Advisoryf @roup - or. in this instance. the Halo
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Angola.
meel the elemcniary necds™e BV Strike e the grandméther,
gathering firewood for cooking - They ambush the child sent to collect water for

the family.




1 was impressed to see the work being done by many of the world's
agencies on "Mine Awareness"." If children can be taught at school, if adults can
be helped to leam what to do, and what not to do in regions that have been mined,

then lives can be saved and injuries reduced.

There are said to be around 11 J/J‘i\- ines lurking somewhere in the
world - and over a third of the -;/- g ical Angola is probably

more heavily mined than g

busingss. So

quicken the
further our own contribution to aid and development?



The country is enriched by the work done by its overseas agencies and
non-governmental organisations who work to help people in Africa and Asia to
improve the guality of their lives. Yet mines cast a constant shadow over so much
of this work. Resettlement of refugees is made more hazardous. Good land 1s put

out of bounds. Recovery from war is delafieds Wid workers themselves are put at




