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| stand here today humbled by the tas N gratetul for the trust you have
bestowed, mindful of the sacrifice // \ sstors, | thank President Bush
for his service 1o our natio /-- n and cooperation he has
shown throughout this tra Ail;
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On this day. we come 10 proclaim an end to the petty grievances and false
promises, the recriminations and worn out dogmas, that for far wo long have
strangled our politics,




We remain a young nation, but in the words of Scripture. the time has come to set
aside childish things. The time has come to reaffirm our enduring spirit: to choose
our better history: to carry forward that precious gifi. that noble idea, passed on
from generation to generation: the God-given promise that all are equal. all are
free, and all deserve a chance to pursue their full measure of happiness.
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care's quality and lower its cost, Wi . 1

soil 1o fuel our cars and run our factories. And we will transform our schools and
colleges and universities to meet the demands of a new age. All this we can do.
And all this we will do.




Now, there are some who question the scale of our ambitions - who suggest that
our system cannot tolerate too many big plans. Their memories are short. For they
have forgotten what this country has already done: what free men and women can
achieve when imagination is jeined to common purpose, and necessity 1o courage.

What the cynics fail to understand is that the ground has shifted beneath them -
that the stale political arguments that havelgonsumed us for so long no longer
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security emanates from the justness of our cause, the force of our example, the
tempering qualitics of humility and restraint.




We are the keepers of this legacy. Guided by these principles once more, we can
meet those new threats that demand even greater effort - even greater cooperation
and understanding between nations, We will begin to responsibly leave Irag to its
people, and forge a hard-earned peace in Afghanistan. With old friends and
former foes. we'll work tirelessly to lessen the nuclear threat, and roll back the
specter of 4 warming planet. We will not apologize for our way of life, nor will
we waver in its defense, and for those wha to advance their aims by inducing
terror and slaughtaﬁng innncf:nts we that our sp'irit is stronger and
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guardians ol our liberty, bul because they embody the spirit of service: a

willingness 1o find meaning in something greater than themselves, And yet, at this
moment - a moment that will define a gencration - it is precisely this spirit that

must inhabit us all.




For as much as government can do and must do. it is ultimately the faith and
determination of the American people upon which this nation relies. It is the
kindness to take in a stranger when the levees break, the selflessness of workers
who would rather cut their hours than see a friend lose their job which sees us
through our darkest hours. It is the firefighter’s courage to storm 4 stairway filled
with smoke, but also a parent's willingness to nurture a child, that finally decides

our fate.

Our challenges may be new. Thed
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common danger, came forth to meet

America. In the face of our common dangers, in this winter of our hardship. let us
remember these timeless words. With hope and virtue. let us brave once more the




icy currents, and endure what storms may come. Let it be said by our children's
children that when we were tested we refused to let this journey end, that we did
not turn back nor did we falter; and with eyes fixed on the horizon and God's
grace upon us, we carried forth that great gift of freedom and delivered it safely to
future generations,

Thank you. God bless you and God bless th ited States of America,




