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| contemplaed very curelully before 1 responded 1o vour call. But when & jar
heavy with coins was haided W me so as w0 help in the campuien: when the
masses, wlo could 11 atlord umbrellas thur could shield them from the mididay
sim. erowdad the sireets 1 bueleome mie when vou wid me thar 1 wos not alone—
| could not stomaeh saxing noo b eould net say, =1 um sorrs, but | am a conand,
ad Fd pather live o ripe ofd wpe™ | saide Dam wath e Fifipine. Together. we




will straighten the crooked. we will weed out the corrupt. we will right what is
Wrong.

And we are here today. a vear since we put an end to a government deat and blind
10 the plight of its citizens, They uave us a house whose ceilings sagged. whose
walls had chipped and cracked. The furniture had been dismantled for scrapwood.
and replaced with fixings bought on credit, A ‘arse parl about it was that. |
knew we would mmberit even that debt. g X hie mess they left for us 1o
clean up.
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Ash theny. Is the chignge pot clear enough? Just last year. we imported tons of rice
that-came in Hichiening shiploads, necding frightening amoeunts of money 1o pay
tor warehouses. Weonly peeded to tmpont 1.3 million metrie 1ons & year 1o meet
our needs. but thes inyperied e million metsic lons. Now, we import neardy hall
ol what we teeded w import last year: nOLLOM metniv tons




No sleight of hand was needed 1o increase our rice yield: We just found the most
affordable and effective measures where we could allocate our irrigation budget:
we promoted the use of the best seedlings available: and we encouraged upland
rice farming, These are some of the reasons for the 13 percent increase in our rice
production—the highest yield in the history of dry season cropping.
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N alone. we will be importing

I hope vou will excuse me. because | do ng
annual rice deficit of 1.3 million tons. In
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Just look atwhat they did 10 the Philippme National Construction Corporation: In
spite of an imebilits 10 submit decent remittanees, its offidials =il had the gall to
give themssives bonuses. 11 ook o five-page memo o detail the comription that
oltf nise PNCC officials have inciv ered and fined: Trom creating unngcessur
positions paid halfa million o salary gvers monthe to subseribing 10 cell phone
plans unnecéssary o their duties: Trom mmenals sowd @ a loss w faten thelr own
poackeis o fotitiows fixed alloswances amounting 1o at Jeast o hundred thousand




pesos every month—all of these we stopped. As a result. we have lowered their
former monthly expense of P22 million to just P11 million.

Awain. take for example the wickedness we have discovered in the PCSO. They
found money 1o co over their budget for commercials airing the face of this or that
politician on television. but can not find the money to pay for the three billion
pesos they owe our government hospitals.
puid—hecanse or coreuption—the very by
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I g e fold you hefore: 15 we end corruption, we end poveny. Lond sovernance

wdounds o patpable benelits for the people. especially for the Jess Tortunate:
Laers fnedicing tablet omr government funds for the poor. every inen of road.




every opportunity 10 acquire a decent job—all of these were borne from integrity
and a government that responds to and cooperates with its people.

Our destination is clear and we will reach it: The services that are meant 10 benefit
vou, now benefit vou. instead of some politician who fancies himself king. but in
reality is nothing more that stale. sparse bread.




