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For many people in our society. the /\ ing with someone who has
been in care. whether it be a juvenilg y ~\- who has suffered from
mental illness or perhaps squ / 1CH
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Recently a great deal of publicity has been given to a tiny number of people
who have damaged themselves or others when they returned 1o the community

from hospital care. It has raised very real concems in many people. It's true there

is a small minority who are rightly seen as a potential danger to the community




who need greater levels of care and understanding. But however terrible these
tragic cases are, they cannot be used as a way of dismissing the needs of
thousands of others who are no threat to the community whatsoever.

ejudice spins to condemn.

g be avoided at all costs.
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needed. While the experts didnt always have the time 1o see beyvond the
symptoms. What was needed was an ally. a 'Buddy' 10 give them one to one
attention. Someone who could listen and be there for them, Being a 'Buddy' is not
casy. But from those I've met the exchange of basic human Kindness eariched not

just the person being helped but also the person who did the helpmg. By sharing




the successes and the disappointments. a Buddy' could really make a difference to
the lives of those taking their first steps back into the community.

y people who are trying, in so

Wherever | go I'm privileged to meet so mé
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A community is made up of individuals. Everyone has their pant 10 play in
building a caring community. Virtually everyone at some pont in their lives will
need to be cared for by that community. The ecommunily 1s us. Ifit's denied the
nourishment it needs for survival it will fail 1w lourish. A plant without water will

die and so wo will the spirit of our community.




Care in the community is a partnership. A partnership between skilled and
caring professionals and a concerned and caring community. Working together. 10
find new ways of helping these people who've been excluded and connecting them
with neighbors who will understand and accept them. By providing. proper
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funding for the homes they will need and thedunpart they so rightly deserve. we
can show them how much we
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