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Diana Speeches

Speech given by Diana, Princess of Wales on
"Women and Children with Aids"
Edinburgh 8th September 1993

Ladies and Gentlemen
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A mother with HIV or Aids doesn't give up the responsibility of caring for her
children easily. Often she is the sole parent, the wage eamer, the provider of food.
the organiser of daily life, the nurse to other sick members of the family. including
her own children. Relentless demands continue to be placed on her, at a time
when her own health and strength are falling away.




As well as the physical drain on her energy. a mother with HIV carries the grief
and guilt that she probably won't see her healthy children through to
independence. If she has passed on HIV to one of her children, she will have to
witness their illness while trying to make sofething of their short life. Worrying

as to what will happen to them ,-
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their children, for as long as they can, without carrying the added burden of our
ignorance and fear.

And what of the children who live with HIV every day? Not because they're
necessarily ill themselves, but because their family life includes a mother, father,




brother or sister who has the virus, How will we help them come to terms with the
loss of the people they love? How will we help them to grieve? How will we help
them to feel secure about their future?

These children need to feel the same things®@s other children. To play, to laugh

and cry. to make friends, to enjoy /'/\c,\: of childhood. To feel

loved and nurtured and includs
AIDS continues to attrac
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infected or affected by HIV or AIDS is still comparatively small. But if we
continue to believe that AIDS is someone else's problem. we too. could so easily
be facing the same devastating destruction of our nation's way of life that is
already happening in other parts of the world.




In my daily life I've seen for myself the tremendous work being done by the many
charities and government organizations who are searching for new ways of
tackling the dilemma of AIDS. The importance of this conference, here in
Edinburgh. cannot be underestimated. It brings together those people who
represent milestones of achievement aroufid the world in dealing with the
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