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ravages of the Persian Wars inta a city that nourished the thought of Socrates. the
writings of Sophocles and the architecture of the Acropolis Mahatma Gandhi
transformed not just his own country, India, but people and leaders across the




world over through his spirit, his magnanimity and his deep-rooted commitment
to peace. Or take a more .mun'ﬂ_an'e example, but one that is still very close to my
heart: Sir Alex Ferguson! The manager of my favorite football team. Manchester
United, has presided over 24 vears of silverware, but he has not done it simply by
standing still. He has constantly changed with the times, and today he is revered
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but in practice
larce of forums such as this one to drive those changes through,
That 1s why in Malaysia we have set about addressing these challenges

through  the Government  Transtormation  Programme.  the  Feonomic




Transformation Programme and the New Economic Model. It is because we need

to change, to embrace change, to drive and re-energise Malaysia’s economy
andbuild a better future for all our people. T want to create 3.3 million new jobs,
not just any job but high value jobs, increase per capita income four-fold and
encourage USD 3.3 trillion of new investments by 2020. And | want to continue

ensure that growth is driven by good governance. And that leads me 1o the third
point - because we will need good governance. transparency and accountability to
take us lorward and to drive the change we need. But, our region is fast becoming




one of the most dynamic and successful in the world. The ASEAN-China Free
Trade Agreement is the third largest of its Kind and covers nearly a third of the
global population. And whilst Western economies are still struggling to overcome

the economic crisis and to regain their global dominance. ASEAN is making
great strides forward. Trade between ASEAN and China for the first 8 months of




