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Ladies and gentlemen;

i'd planned to speak 1o vo ‘nion, but the events
of earlier today have leg N, :
remembering. Nang
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And I want to say sont ; ilt

the five coverage of the shuttie's takeoff. 1 know it is hard to understand. but
sometimes painful things like this happen. It's all part of the process of exploration
and discovery. It's all pant ol taking a chance and expanding man's horizons. The
future doesn't belong to the fainthearted: it belongs to the brave. The Challenger crew
was pulling us into the future, and we'll continue to follow them,




I've always had great faith in and respect for our space program, and what happened
today does nothing to diminish it. We don't hide our space program. We don't keep
secrets and cover things up, We do it all up front and in public. That's the way
freedom is, and we wouldn't change it féra minute. We'll continue our quest in space.
There will be more shuttle flights /' u\ huttle crews and, yes. more volunteers.
more civilians, more teaches /v h ends here; our hopes and our

journeys continue, 1 wag /s= )1 Lo every man and woman
who works for NA '-.\ them: Your dedication
and professionalis \ nd we know ol your

anguish.




