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My lellow citizens:

| stand here wday humbled by the task belore us, gratetul lor the teust you have

hestowed, mindful of the sacrifices borne by our ancestors. | thank President Bush for his

service Lo oar nation, as well as the generosity and peration he has shown throughout this

transition.
Fortvalour Americans have o, ' e words have been

svery s ften the

Today 1§
many. |hev witl
will be miet
Ui s day., o
contlict and discord.
O this day. we come Lo proclaim an end Lo the pelly grievances and lalse promises.

the recriminations and worn out dogmas, that for far o long have strangled our politics.

We remain 4 voung nalion, bul in the words ol Scopture. e tie has come Lo sel




aside childish things. 1he time has come to realtirm our enduring spirit; to choose our better
history: to carry forward that precious gift, that noble idea. passed on from generation to
generation: the Lod-given promise that all are equal, all are Tree, and all deserve a chance W
pirsue their full measure of happiness.

In realtirming the greatness ol our nation, we understand that greainess is never a
given. lt must be earned. Gur journey has never been one of short-cuts or setthing for less, It

has not been the path (or the laint-hearted - for those who preter leisure over wark, ur seck

n'mn_lh ur last'y

protecting i

that feed our commeny
wiehd technology's wonders L raise health care’s quality and lower its cost, We will harmiess
the sun and the winds and the soil to tuel our cars and run our factories, And we will

translonm our schools and colleges and universities to meet the demands ol a new age. Ali

this we can do. And all this we will do.




Now, there are some who question the scale of our ambitions - who sugzest that our
system cannot tolerate too many big plans. Their memories are short. For they have forgotien
what this country has already done; whal Iree men and women can achieve when imagination
is joined 1o common purpose. and necessity 1o Courage.

What the eynics lail 1o understand is thal the ground has shified beneath them - that
the stale political arguments that have consumed us for so long no Jonger apply. The quesiion

we ask oday 15 not whether our government is 1o bigdr o small, bul whether it works -

can afford. a retirement that s
ere e answer 15 no.
held o account -

cause oy tien
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lead onee more.
Recall that

pissiles and tanks, b

that our poser alone ¢
knew that our power grows through its prudent use: our security emanates brom the justiess
af our cause. the force of our example, the tempering qualities of humility and Fesirain.

We are the keepers ol this legacy. Guided by these principles once more. we can el

those new threats that demand even greater effort - even greater cooperation and




understanding between nations. We will begin to responsibly leave Irag to its people, and
forge a hard-earned peace in Afghanistan. With old friends and former foes, we'll wiirk
tirelessly to lessen the nuclear threat, and roll back the specter ol a warming planet. We will
nok apologize for our way of life. nor will we waver in its defense, and for those who seek 10
advance their aims by inducing terror and slaughtering Hnocents, we say Lo you now that our
spirii is stronger and cannad be broken: you cannoi outlast us, and we will defear ik

Fur we hnow thal our patchwork heritage is a 2l not a weakness, We are a

1S spreil that must habit us ail.
Vor as much as government can do and must do. it is ultimatels the faith and
Lermnation vl the Amertean people upon which this nation rehies. 1t s the kindness (o lake

a stranger when the levees break. the selflessness of workers who would rathir cub their




hours than see a triend lose their job which sees us through our darkest hours. 1t is the
firetighter's courage to storm a stairway filled with smoke., but also a parent's willingness to
nurture a child. that linally decides our tate.

Our challenges may be new, The instruments with which we meer them may be new.
But those values upon which vur suceess depends - honesty and hard work, courage and lar
play. ilerance and curiosity. lovalty and patriotism - these things are old, These things are

true. Fhey have been the quict loree ol progress throughout our | Istory. What s demanded
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America. I the face of our common dangers, in this winter of our hardship. let sis
member these imeless words, Wilh hope and viriue, Tet us brave once more the oy
Frenis. and endure what storms may come, 1 et it be said by onr childien's children that

en we were Lested we relused Lo del this journey end, that we did not wen back nor did we




falter; and with eves lixed on the horizon and God's grace upon us, we carried forth that _gmai
gifi of freedom and delivered it safely 1o future generations.

Thank you. God bless you and God bless the United States ol Americg,




