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ABSTRACT

Muhammadiyah's determination of Fajr prayer time using a sun angle of -18° has elicited varied
responses from the community. This study aims to analyze Muhammadiyah'’s scientific approach
and the accompanying social dynamics. The research employed a qualitative case-study method,
involving literature studies, field observations, and semi-structured interviews with religious
leaders and congregants at Muhammadiyah mosques in Makassar City. Key findings indicate that
76.19% of Muhammadiyah Mosque Prosperity Council (DKM) members accept the
Muhammadiyah Central Board's criteria for determining Fajr time; however, only 66.67% have
implemented these criteria. This moderate implementation rate reflects a significant gap between
theoretical acceptance and practical application, indicating issues of community readiness and
internal communication effectiveness. Supporting factors for implementation include the
availability of recent astronomical data, Muhammadiyah's spirit of tajdid (renewal), and the
integrity of falak (Islamic astronomy) methodology. Conversely, limiting factors include low public
literacy, insufficient socialization at mosque-level, and congregants’ apprehension about change
due to unfamiliarity with the revised criteria. Analysis based on maqasid al-shari‘ah is relevant in
this context. Principles such as hifz al-din (preserving religion), hifz al-nafs (maintaining inner
peace), and hifz al-'agl (maintaining rationality) are essential considerations in contemporary
ijtihad. This approach ensures that religious renewal, including the revision of Fajr prayer time, is
valid in terms of Islamic law, ethical, educational, and socially acceptable. The implication of this
study is the necessity to integrate astronomical aspects with strategic socialization and
educational programs to enable rational acceptance of Islamic legal transformations and reduce
community resistance effectively.
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