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ABSTRACT

Musdalifah, 2017. An Error Analysis of English Preposition of Place in Writing
Made by the Students at Eleventh Grade of SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang (A Descriptive
Research). English Education Department Faculty of Teacher Training and
Education, supervised by Erwin Akib and Nunung Anugrawati.

English language has four skills which are speaking, writing, reading and
listening. Indonesia language learners consider writing skill is the most difficult in
English, they tend to do errors when they write. The common error that
committed by non-native speakers like Indonesia learners in their writing is
preposition. In order to succeed the process of teaching and learning English, it is
important for conducting error analysis to investigate students’ error especially
analyze students’ error in using and writing preposition as one of evaluation way
of learning process.

The objectives of this research were 1) to find out the types of errors of
preposition of place in writing made by eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 2
Pinrang, 2) to find out the dominant type of error of preposition of place in writing
made by eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang. This research was a
descriptive quantitative research which was describing the reality behind the
phenomenon statically and descriptively. The sample was 36 students taken from
322 number of population by using simple random sampling. To collect the data
of this research, the researcher asked students to compose a short text about
“unforgettable experience” in ninety minutes.

This research analyzed the students’ writing based on types of error.
Meanwhile, the frequencies of error were calculated in percentage. This research
revealed: The eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang as sample
contributed three types of errors on the use of preposition of place in their writing,
those were, (1) omission of preposition (8.98%), (2) insertion of preposition
(29.49%), and (3) selection of incorrect preposition (61.53%). The researcher
concluded that dominant type of error of this research was error of selection of
incorrect preposition with the percentage 61.53% and the occurrence 48.

Keywords: Error Analysis, Writing, Preposition
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CHAPTER1

INTRODUCTION

A. Background

Language as a tool of communication cannot be separated from human life.
According to Chomsky in Banga & Suri (2015: 182) language is used to deliver
ideas, thoughts, feelings, and opinion to the world. Human being uses language, both
in written and spoken form. In a wider scope, language functions as a means of
international communication by at least two persons. In a smaller group whose
members share the same language, for instance, there are likely no difficulties in
using the language since the people involved in the process of communication are
used to speaking their own native language. Otherwise if the people taking part in the
conversation speak different languages, they must have difficulties or obstacles in
getting along with each other. One of the problems to the difficulties is the language
used.

Accordingly, they need a language which is understood by the two sides, the
speaker and his or her counterpart. This fact will occur when the speakers are from
different backgrounds of nations, races, and languages. In this case, the international
languages are very badly needed, especially the international ones that are most
widely spoken in the world. One of the languages, which are the most widely spoken
in the world, is English.

English language has four skills which are speaking, writing, reading and
listening. Those skills are divided into receptive skills ‘i.e. listening and reading’ and
production skills ‘i.e. speaking and writing’ (Fachrurrazy, 2014:7). Indonesia

language learners consider writing skill is the most difficult in English. Harmer in



Febriyanti and Sundari (2016:71) says students think too much in writing than in
speaking. They examine their ideas and open some things that can help them in
writing. So, it causes students lack of competence namely written that tends to do
some errors. Tetreault and Chodorow as mentioned Arjan et al (2013:167) the
common error that committed by non-native speakers in their writing is preposition.
English preposition has own rule. That rule is rarely mastered by students because of
low of knowledge.

Based on the theories above, the researcher concludes that error in using English
preposition happens in learning process as students’ error in their writing. In order to
succeed the process of teaching and learning English, it is important for conducting
error analysis to investigate students’ error as one of the evaluation way in teaching
and learning because it provides some ‘information’ for teacher itself to get new way
of teaching (Jabeen et al. 2015:53). Hence English teachers can understand what they
have to do to improve students’ ability in learning especially in grammatical used of
writing skill.

To sum up, the researcher took the title “An Error Analysis of English
Preposition of place in Writing Made by Students at Eleventh Grade of SMA Negeri 2
Pinrang in the Academic Year of 2017/2018”. The researcher chose SMA Negeri 2
Pinrang because some English teachers of SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang needed to know
students’ error in using preposition in sentence. Based on researcher’ observation in
Magang 1 and Magang 2, some students were still confused the usage of English
preposition in category (in, on, and af). Hence, the researcher considered that it was
important to investigate students’ writing English preposition of place, because
according to Corder in Hossain & Uddin, (2015: 3) native language is different from

target language.



B. Research Questions
Based on the background above, the problem was formulated:
1. What was the type of Errors of English preposition of place in Writing made
by the students at eleventh grade of SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang?”
2. What was the dominant type of error of English preposition of place in

writing made by the students at eleventh grade of SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang?

C. Objectives of the Research
Based on the problem statements, the objectives of the research was to find out:
1. The type of error of English preposition of place in writing made by the students
2. The dominant type of error of English preposition of place in writing made by

students at eleventh grade of SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang

D. Significances of the Research
The significances of the research as follow:

1. Theoretically
This research was expected to give information for English teacher and next
researcher about students’ error in writing English preposition

2. Practically
This research was expected by knowing the errors made by students, teacher
may address those errors in order to help the students avoid problems in

creating sentences.



E. Scope of the Research
This research applied a descriptive research under the discipline of English
Language Teaching (ELT). The scope of English preposition was limited toward
preposition of place. This research limited on the usage of preposition of place for the
point itself categories (in, on, at) and function. This research took place at eleventh

grade of SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang.



CHAPTER 11

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

A. Previous Related Research Findings

The previous related research findings are discussed as follows:

Ahmad et. al. (2011) who conducted study Error Analysis: Learning
Article and Prepositions among Secondary School in Pakistan found that
secondary school students faced more difficulties in learning prepositions as
compare to articles. The students were confused while using prepositions in
their writings.

Saravanan (2014) in his study The Use of English Preposition: An
Empirical Study reported that Students undergraduate level at Tuticorin
district found more difficulties in the use of prepositions of place and
direction than preposition of time because of their mother tongue
interference.

Chukwukaelo (2016) in his study “Students’ Error in the Use of
English Prepositon”, found that many students at Federal Polytechnic, Oko,
Nigeria make a lot of errors in their use of prepositions. Their use of English
prepositions indicates that their knowledge of this syntactic class is low and
prone to errors, errors involving omission of prepositions, wrong insertion of
prepositions, redundant usage of prepositions and wrong choice of
prepositions.

Anjayani (2016) in her study “Error Analysis on the Use of

Preposition in Students,; Writing (A Case Study of Eleventh Grade Students of



SMA Negeri 9 Semarang in the Academic Year of 2014/2015) found that
there were 117 incorrect preposition usage. The most dominant errors was the
use of preposition of place which was 66.67% or 78 errors. In general, those
were mostly caused by interlingual transfer.

Utari (2017) conducted a descriptive qualitative study “An Error
Analysis on the Use of Preposition in Narrative Composition Made by the
Eleventh Grade Students of SMAN 1 BABAT TOMAN BUBA”, found that
eleventh grade students of SMAN 1 BABAT TOMAN BUBA contributed
three types of error on the use of preposition in their narrative composition.
Those were (1) omission 23.47%, (2) insertion 26.08%, and (3) selection
50.43% and the most frequent type of errors on the use of preposition was
selection error with the occurrence 58 errors.

Regarding to previous related research finding above, students face
difficulties in learning and using preposition especially preposition of place.
Chukwukaelo focused to research issue, such as factor that causes error and
kinds of error itself in using preposition but the researcher just focuses on
dominant and type of error in using preposition of place in category in, on
and at.

. Error Analysis

According to Crystal in Al-Bayati (2013:47) error analysis is a technique for
identifying, classifying and systematically interpreting the mistakes made by
someone learning a foreign language, using any of the principles and procedures
provided by linguistics. Error analysis also is a means of describing the learner’s

knowledge of the target language at any particular moment in his learning in order to



relate this knowledge to the teaching he has been receiving. Brown in Amara
(2015:60) states error analysis is the process to observe, analyze, and classify the
deviations of the rule of the second language and then to reveal the systems operated
by learner.

Another definition, Richards in Fitriyani (2013: 12) says that error analysis is
the study of error made by the second and foreign language learner. Error analysis
may be carried out in order to (a) find out how well someone knows language, (b)
find out how a person learns a language, and obtain information on common
difficulties in language learning, as an aid in teaching or in the preparation of
teaching materials.

1. Differences between Error and Mistake

When learn about error, it cannot be separated from learning about
mistake. Error and mistake are different but some people still misunderstand
about both. Khan and Khan (2016:232-233) state an error is incomplete the use
of language items (i.e. vocabulary and grammar rules) in learning English. In
other literature, Norrish in Wahyuni, (2014:2) states that error is a systematic
deviation, when a learner has not learnt something and consistently gets it
wrong. Based on the explanation, can be concluded that error is related with the
knowledge and understanding of students about the target language. Errors
show conclusively that learners do not simply memorize target language rules
and then reproduce them in their own.

According Corder in Fitriyani (2013:14) associates errors with failures
in competence and mistake with failure in performance. Mistake refers to
performance of error that is a failure to utilize a known system correctly by the

native speakers; resulting from memory mistakes, physical condition, such as



tiredness and psychological condition, such as strong emotion. Mistake is also
characterized as unsystematic deviation or inconsistent deviation. In this case
the learner has been taught the right form of the language, sometimes the
students get it right but sometimes he makes a mistake and uses the wrong
form.

Erdogan in Khurriyati (2013:9), a learner makes a mistake when writing
or speaking because of lack of attention, fatigue, carelessness, or some other
aspects of performance. Mistake can be self corrected when attention is called.
In other words, a mistake is a slip that the learner can self correct whereas an
error is what a learner cannot self-correct. From those definitions above, the
researcher can also conclude that a mistake is just a slip that the learner forgets
the right form. Meanwhile, an error is a deviation made by the learner who does
not know the rule and make it repetitively.

Types of Error

Errors can be described in two terms: systematic and non-systematic. As
Brown and Richards in Uddin and Alam (2015:88) point out systematic errors
are the sorts of errors we might expect from anyone learning English as a
second language and also persist or recur within any group of learners. Error
under the category of systematic errors seems to occur in case which learners
reveal more consistency in producing the second language and when learners
produce incorrect language because they do not know the correct form. Then,
non-systematic errors are errors that produced by the slips-failures to utilize
known system correctly of the tongue or pen caused by psychological

conditions.



Uddin and Alam (2015:88) find three types of errors that regarding the
use of preposition in the writings of English Bangali learners:
a. Omission of preposition
The learners drop using any preposition that is necessary for the
correct interpretation of the sentence. For instance:
1) They are going university
2) He wakes up 5 o’clock in the morning
3) She is laughing me
b. Insertion of preposition
The learners include a preposition that should not be used in a
sentence. For example:
1) Iam going to home
2) He has described about the accident
3) We reached at the station at 5 p.m
¢. Selection of incorrect preposition
In selection of incorrect preposition, the learners supply
prepositions in their sentences which are not appropriate. For
example:
1) Icame here in the 15" of July.
2) Icame in Campus at 10 o’clock.
3) He prevented me to go there
C. Writing
There are four English language skills that should be taught to the learner.

The four English language skills are listening, reading, speaking and writing. Writing



is one of English language skills, it has many subject matters. In this chapter, the
researcher tries to explain the definition of writing and the purpose of writing.
1. Definition of writing

Some definitions are given by linguist about writing. According to
Stubbs in Herlina (2011:6) writing is a physical act, to be performed fully, to
bring pleasure, to both performer and audience, it requires practice. It means
that writing is an activity that needs much practice and energy. To be good
writer, students should practice and try write and to increase their capability.

Sometime teacher feels difficult to ask the students to write. In fact,
writing is more complicated because writing needs many aspects not only
grammatical and vocabulary but more. It is just as Cooper in Febriyanti and
Sundari (2016:72) said, “Writing is complex process and such contains
element of mystery and surprise. But we know and believe that writing is a
skill that anyone can learn to manage”. From the explanation, it can be
concluded that the students can learn writing although it is complicated.

The statements above are different from Meyers in Yusuf (2014: 7)
states that writing is an action or a process of discovering and organizing
ideas, putting them on a paper and reshaping and revising them. Means that,
the important thing of writing for students is to express their feelings and
produce in their own language on the paper. The students hopefully can
convey their ideas, feelings, desires and knowledge by writing.

Considering definitions above, the researcher concludes that writing is a
complicated activity which needs full of concentration and knowledge about
what we are going to write. However, writing can be learnt by everyone by

much practicing and reading a lot of books to get inspiration to write.



2. Purpose of Writing

There are some purposes given by some linguist in writing. According
to Ur (2003:163) the purpose of writing, in principle is the expression of ideas,
the conveying of messages to the reader; so the ideas themselves should
arguably be seen as the most important aspect the writing. From the statement,
it can be known that the purpose of writing is to express people’s ideas in
written form and to carry the messages to the reader.

While According to Dietsch (2003:4-5) the general purpose of writing
may be primary to inform, to persuade, to express, and to entertain. The
specific purpose involves responding to a certain need for writing. It can be
inferred that there are two purposes in writing; the general and the specific
purposes. The general purpose is to convince the reader about something by
informing, persuading, expressing, and entertaining something. The specific
purpose is defending on someone who writes the written.

From both of information above, the researcher can conclude that the
purpose of writing is to state someone’s ideas and his or her messages in
written form. It can be to persuade something, give information, and express
someone’s feelings or to share experience.

D. Component of English Preposition of Place

Wren and Martin (2000:128) defined preposition is a word placed
before a noun or pronoun to show in what relation the person or thing denote
by it stands in regard to something else. The noun or pronoun which is used
with a preposition is called objects.

However preposition as well as conjunction is different from other part

of speech in that: (1) each is composed of small class of words that have no



formal characteristic endings; (2) each signal syntactic structures function as
one of the other part of speech.
1. Function
Wren and Martin as mentioned Bilal et al. (2013: 562) classify
preposition has two functions:
a. Preposition is to connect the noun (all type of nouns) to the rest
of sentence
b. Preposition is specify the position of the nouns (persons or
objects)
2. Prepositions of place: at, in, on
According to Leech and Svartvik in Arjan et al. (2013:170-171),
place prepositions are prepositions that are used to describe the place or
position of all types of nouns. It is common for the preposition to be
placed before the noun. When we refer to place prepositions, we usually
refer to in, at and on.
a. Preposition of place in
In is usually used to state that someone or something is in a
(the boundaries can be physical or virtual place). In general, we use
in for an enclosed space: in the garden, a country, a town, a
building, a room. Preposition /n means inside only. According to
Leech and Svartvik in Arjan et al. (2013:170-171), the functions of
preposition of place in are:

1) A continent, a country, a state, a city, a town.



Examples: She lives in California.
She lives in San Franc isco.
2) A room, an area of a room
Examples: She is in the kitchen, in the corner.
Our theater seats are in the balcony.
3) A comfortable chair
Example: He sat in the chair and watched television.
4) The water, the air, the environment
Examples: They are swimming in the water.
There is pollution in the air.
5) The center, the middle
Example: Our house is in the center of the town.
6) The north/south/east/west.
Example: New England is in the north of the United States.
7) A bodily attack
Example: The stone hit me in the face.
8) A vehicle one cannot walk around in it
Example: Ride in the car with us.
9) Print medium
Example: Read the articles in the newspaper.
b. Preposition of place On
On is usually used to state someone or something is on top of

a surface. In general on for a surface: on the wall, on the floor, on



the door, on the cover, a street, a desk, a ceiling. Leech and Svartvik

in Arjan et al. (2013:170-171), the functions of preposition of place

on arc:

1)

2)

3)

4)

5)

6)

7)

8)

A street, a floor
Examples: She lives on a Oak Street.
She lives on the fourth floor.
An outside area
Examples: He is standing on the corner.
He has an outdoor grill on the balcony.
A straight chair, a sofa, a couch
Examples: He sat on the chair and ate the dinner.
We sat on the sofa and watched television.
Facing a coast, a beach
Example: The house is on the beach.
The side, left, right, surface
Example: the market is on the right side of the hospital.
The north side/south side/east side/west side
Example: Our house is on the south side of town.
The surface of the body
Example: He has a scratch on his arm.
A vehicle one can walk around on it
Example: Ride on the bus with us.

An individual vehicle (horses, bicycle)



Examples: He came over on his bike.
9) An electronics medium
Examples: The file is safe on the computer.
c. Preposition of place at
At is usually used to state something or someone is at a
specific place. In generally, we use at for a point: at the corner, at
the bus stop, at the station, at the top of page, at the end of the road.
According to Frank in Yuliani (2011:12), the functions of
preposition of place at are:
1) A building, a house or apartment number
Example: She lives at the 1260 Oak Street.
At home: in one’s own house
At work: at one’s job
At school: attending school
At church: attending church services
2) A work area inside
Example: She is at the kitchen sink.
3) The coast, the beach
Example: The whole family is at the beach.
4) The beginning, start, end

Example: Our house is at the end of the street



E. Conceptual Framework

The conceptual framework underlying this research is shown in the following

figure.
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Based on the conceptual framework, the researcher used the test to
examine the students’ error of English preposition of place. The kind of writing
test in this research was writing test. The researcher focused to analyze
students’ error in using and writing English preposition of place (in, on, and
at). The students’ writing were analyzed by using error analysis method
(identify, describe, and explain the students’ error). The types of error were
omission of error, insertion of error, and selection of error. So, the outputs of
this research were the types of error and the dominant type of error on the use

preposition of place.



CHAPTER III

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

A. Research Method
In this research, quantitative descriptive method was used to analyze the error
English preposition of place made by students at second grade of SMA Negeri 2
Pinrang. According to Gay, et al. (2006:159) descriptive research also referred to as
survey research, determined and described the way things were. Therefore the
researcher considered to use quantitative descriptive method in order to describe
students’ error by statistical data.
B. Variable and Indicator
1. Variable
The variable of this research was the students’ error in writing English
preposition of place.
2. Indicator
The indicator of this research was misuse of English preposition of place (in, on
& at)
C. Population and Sample
1. Population
In this research the researcher took the eleventh grade students of SMA
Negeri 2 Pinrang as a population. The eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 2
Pinrang had nine classes and 322 students. It was described by the following

table.



Table 3.1 Population of Eleventh grade of SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang

Class Population
XIMIPA 1 35
XIMIPA 2 38
XIMIPA 3 36
XIMIPA 4 33
XIMIPA 5 39

XIIPS 1 37
XIIPS 2 34
XIIPS 3 35
XIIPS 4 35

Total 322

(Source: administration of SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang)

2. Sample
The researcher used simple random sampling technique. The
researcher chose the students’ at eleventh grade of SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang
based on attendance list in the classroom and took 10% from every class.
The students chosen became a sample because the students have different
knowledge especially about English preposition of place in, on, and at.

This was the table of sample:



Table 3.2 Sample of the Research

Class Random Sampling Sample
XIMIPA 1 4
XIMIPA 2 4
XIMIPA 3 4
XIMIPA 4 4
XIMIPA 5 N 4

(=

—
XIIPS 1 4
XIIPS 2 4
XITPS 3 4
XIIPS 4 4
Total 36

D. Research Instrument

The instrument of this research was writing test. The form of writing test was
an essay question which the students organized, interpreted, or associated their
knowledge. Writing test aimed to find out the data about students’ error in using

English preposition of place in sentence made by students.

E. Procedure of Data Collection

To collect the data, the researcher did some steps as follows:

1. Entered every class and chose students became sample based on attendance.

2. Distributed the test paper

3. Told the instruction of question

4. Answered the question




5. Collected the test paper or students’ answer

Answered the question was not easy process for the students’ eleventh grade.

Moreover, the time for conducting activity was 90 minutes which took one meeting

of English subject at school. It should be enough to compose a short paragraph about

“Unforgettable Experience”.

F. Technique of Data Analysis

According to Corder in Febriyanti and Sundari (2016: 73) there are 3 steps to

analyze data in error analysis that consist of:

1.

Identification of errors

The identification of error involved a comparison between students’
sentences and native speaker’s sentence in the same context. Then, the
researcher identified which part of students’ sentences was different from the
reconstructed version.
Description of errors

The description of errors employed either linguistic taxonomy or surface
structure taxonomy to describe the differences between students’ sentences and
native speaker’s sentence. In this step, the researcher described students’
sentences and the native sentence.
Explanation of errors

Explaining errors consisted of classified the error made by the students
and analyzed the error into some types. To analyse the students’ error in using
preposition of place, the researcher used quantitative (statistical). After, the
researcher gave the test to the students and from this test, there was data
collection. The researcher grouped the wrong answer they made. From that data,

the researcher analyzed, and there was data analysis to come to conclusion. To



count the student’s error in percentage used Sudijono’s formula in Wahyuni, et

al. (2014:4);

p:i_:mn%)

By which:
P = percentage
F = frequency of error

t = number of cases (number of frequency / number of individual)



CHAPTER 1V
FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION
A. FINDINGS

The findings of this research covered the description of students’ errors in
writing. In the discussion part, the researcher presented interpretation of the findings.
To know the result of the test, the researcher made the table of students’ errors that
was taken from data analysis. The data consisted of the recapitulation of the students’
errors classified based on the type of error. The result of data analysis found there
were 78 errors which were made by the eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 2
Pinrang and the dominant type of error was error of selection.

1. The Type of Errors of English Preposition of Place in Writing Made by
Students

After collecting the data from students, researcher analyzed, underlined,
and identified students’ sentences that contained preposition of errors. The result
of data revealed that there were three types error of preposition which was
committed by students. The students’ errors of preposition in writing were
obtained into table, as follows:

Table 4.1 Total of the Students’ Error

. Types of Error
Types of Preposition op P SIp Total
In 5 15 14
(6.42%) | (19.22%) | (17.95%)
On - 5 6
(6.42%) | (7.7%)
At 2 3 28
(2.56%) | (3.85%) | (35.88%)
7 23 48 78
Total
(8.98%) |(29.49%) | (61.53%) | (100%)

Notes: OP= Omission of Preposition, [P= Insertion of Preposition,
SIP=Selection of Incorrect Preposition



Based on table 4.1, the greatest number of errors is error of selection
preposition with the percentage 61.53%. Then below the greatest number
is error of insertion preposition 29.49%. The smallest number of error is
error of omission 8.98%.

There were 78 preposition errors found in students’ writing. The
errors were classified based on Uddin and Alam’s classification (2015),
they were; omission, insertion, and selection. There were 7 errors that
were found in omission, 23 errors that were found in insertion, and 48
errors that were found in selection.

a. Omission of Preposition

There were 7 errors found in omission. Students did not put
preposition (at, in, and on) in their sentences so it was categorized
as error of omission. From all 7 errors, 5 errors were found on the
use of in, 2 errors were found on the use of at. These errors showed
that students were not able to put preposition at and in. It should be
noticed and reflected that most of students made errors in the
sentence, one of the example is “Game started at 03.30 at the
stadium Massepe small* Pinrang district” instead of “Game
started at 03.30 at the stadium Massepe small in Pinrang district”.
It indicated that the agent contributed omission of preposition in.
All of those omissions of preposition errors could be seen in the

following table 4.2:



Table 4.2 Percentage of Omission of Preposition

No | Types of Preposition | Sum of | Percentage
of place Error
1 In 5 6.42%
2 on - 0%
3 At 2 2.56%
Total 7 8.98%

b. Insertion of Preposition

C.

There were 23 errors found insertion. From all 23 errors, 15 errors

were found on the use of in, 5 errors were found on the use of on, and 3

errors were found on the use of at. These errors showed that students put

some preposition were not need. For example, the students putting

preposition “at” in the sentence “At there, I always playing with my

friends....” instead of “there, I always playing with my friends....

UoIt

shows where something happened and preposition at not needed, because

there had explain the point. All of those insertions of preposition errors

could be seen in the following table 4.3

Table 4.3 Percentage of Insertion of Preposition

No | Types of Preposition | Sum of | Percentage
of place Error
1 In 15 19.22%
2 on 5 6.42%
3 At 3 3.85%
Total 23 29.49%

Selection of Incorrect Preposition

There were 48 errors found insertion. From all 48 errors, 14 errors

were found on the use of in, 6 errors were found on the use of on, and 28

errors were found on the use of at. Those errors showed that the students



choosing of incorrect prepositions. The students were confused put the
appropriate preposition. For example, “On Sunday, my family and I go to
grandma’s village at Sidrap” instead of “On Sunday, my family and [
went to my grandma’s village in Sidrap . It was wrong because Sidrap is
a district so it must use in. All of those selections of incorrect preposition
errors could be seen in the following table 4.4

Table 4.4 Percentage of Selection of Incorrect Preposition

No | Types of Preposition | Sum of | Percentage
of place Error
1 In 14 17.95%
2 on 6 7.7%
3 At 28 35.88%
Total 48 61.53%

2. The Dominant Error of English Preposition of Place in Writing Made by
Students

From the findings, the error of selection was the dominant error that
students committed in their writings. It could be seen by the following table:

Table 4.5 Percentage of Error

No Types of Sum of | Percentage
Error Error
1 OP 7 8.98%
2 1P 23 29.49%
3 SIP 48 61.53%
Total 78 100%

Notes: OP= Omission of Preposition
[P= Insertion of Preposition
SIP=Selection of Incorrect Preposition
Based on the table 4.5, the greatest number of errors is selection of
incorrect preposition with the percentage 61.53%. Then below the

greatest number is insertion of preposition 29.49%. The smallest number

of error is error of omission of preposition 8.98%.



B. DISCUSSION

In this part, discussion deals with the interpretation of findings derived
from the result of findings about the students’ errors on the use preposition of
place in, on, and at in writing. The eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 2
Pinrang contributed three types of errors on the use of preposition of place in
their writing, those were, (1) omission of preposition (8.98%), (2) insertion of
preposition (29.49%), and (3) selection of incorrect preposition (61.53%).
This research revealed that the dominant preposition error was selection of
incorrect preposition with the occurrence 48 errors (61.53%). Selection of
incorrect preposition is marked by the supply prepositions in their sentences
which are not appropriate in line with Uddin and Alam (2015:88).

The finding was similar as what found in the research conducted by
Utari (2017) that showed selection of incorrect preposition became the most
frequent type of errors with the frequency 50.43%. In this research, selection
of incorrect preposition happened in preposition of place (in, on, and at). As
Tetreault and Chodorow (2008:865) state that the selection of a preposition for
a given context also depends upon the intended meaning of the writer (“we sat
at beach”, “on the beach”, “near the beach”, “by the beach”). Selecting the
right preposition is the particularly difficult challenge learner of English as
second language (ESL) as cited by Tetreault et al. (2010: 353). Meanwhile,
Huang et al. (2016: 890) argue that the ambiguity of preposition selection not
only causes confusion to non-native learners, but also makes challenge in

natural language processing.



Furthermore, these finding was also similar with the research by
Tahaineh (2010). The research was conducted in Jordanian University,
Jordania, Arab. This research found substitution errors or error selection of
incorrect preposition as the highest percentage with the frequency 78%. The
preposition proven to be the most common in use and the most difficult one
the learners in this research is preposition at. The majority of errors are the
result of the learners’ mother tongue interference as the major source. It was
supported by Uddin and Alam (2015:87) stated the importance of using
appropriate preposition cannot be ignored. They also mentioned the most of
times the wrong use of prepositions changes the meaning of a sentence.

In fact, some of the students did the error of using preposition, whether
in preposition in, on, and at. Therefore, the students confused choosing the
right preposition because for the second language learner, prepositions can be
perceived as one of difficult topic to be mastered (Arjan et al. 2013;167).
According to Uddin and Alam (2015:89), that is called interference, which
becomes one of the sources of the errors in the second language. They also
stated that when learners make errors because of the first language, those are
known as interlingual errors.

From all discussions above, it can be summarized that the eleventh grade
students of SMAN Negeri 2 Pinrang who learn English as foreign language
tent to supply prepositions in their sentences which are not appropriate
because non-native learners and it was challenges in natural language

processing. Moreover, for the second language learner, preposition can be



perceived as one the difficult topics to be mastered. Thus, the teachers pay
more serious attention to the most serious problems because solving these
problems would hasten the students’ progress in writing to be better.
Furthermore, it was highly important to teach prepositions first, as it was the
most dominant, giving more attention to preposition and presenting the central

meaning of each preposition.



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

A. Conclusion

After finishing the research, the researcher drew some conclusions. The

conclusions were based on the result of the writing test about students’ errors of using

preposition of place as follow:

1.

The eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang as sample contributed
three types of errors on the use of preposition of place in their writing, those
were, (1) omission of preposition (8.98%), (2) insertion of preposition (29.49%),
and (3) selection of incorrect preposition (61.53%).

This research revealed that the dominant type of error on the use of preposition of
place contributed by the eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 2 Pinrang on
their writing was selection of incorrect preposition with the occurrence 48 errors
(61.53%). Selection errors indicated that students faced some difficulties in using
preposition and it also implied that the students supplied preposition of place in

their sentences which are not appropriate.

B. Suggestion

In order to decrease the students’ error in writing, the researcher put forward

some suggestion as follows:

1.

For English teacher, it was expected to give further corrections and clear
explanations toward students’ errors during learning process in learning English
especially grammar. Moreover the teacher should give the students more
comprehension in writing and also putting the use of right preposition. The

teacher might really focus on the use of preposition especially in selection in right

31



preposition since the finding of this research showed that the students did that
type of errors the most in selection of incorrect preposition of place.

For Students, it was expected to practice more in using preposition of place in
their writing especially in selecting the appropriate preposition. The students
might do more exercise for making sure their comprehension in using preposition
of place in their writing. Meanwhile, it would be better for the students to know
the types of preposition of place in accordance with its use. It could improve the
students’ knowledge and also their skills in selecting the appropriate preposition
of place when they write.

For other researchers, in order to improve teaching and learning process at senior
high schools, the researcher hoped that there would be research focusing on the
analysis on factors affecting the students’ weakness on the use of preposition in
writing and also hoped other researches to be able to find learning strategy to

improve the use of preposition.
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Appendix A

Classification of Students’ Errors

No Identified Sentence and Phrase Types of
The Wrong Sentences The Correct Sentences Error

1 ....we went to festival .... we joined Tunas Selection
Tunas Kelapa in STAIN | Kelapa Festival at
Pare-pare STAIN Pare-pare

2 On Sunday, my family On Sunday, my family Selection
and I go to grandma’s and [ went to grandma’s
village at Sidrap village in Sidrap

3 I very happy in there.... | I was very happy there Insertion

4 | In the Lasinrang park, we | At the Lasinrang park, Selection
saw. ... we saw....

5-6 | We waited at” Firdaus* We waited for” Firdaus 1) Selection
park around 30 minute.... | at 2 the park around 30 2) Omission

minutes. ...

7 When in the middle of When the middle of the | Insertion
the journey one of my journey, one of my
friends ran out of petrol. | friend run out of petrol.

8 So that he should be in So that, he should be Insertion
pushed into the seller.... | pushed into the seller....

9 | We spend the day in the | We spent the day at the | Selection
beach with happiness beach happily

10 | I played basketball with | I played basketball with | Selection
my friend in my school my friend at my
basketball hall school’s basketball court

11 | At there, I always There, I played with my | Insertion
playing with my friends....
friends....

12 | We played in the river We played at the river Selection
for many hours. for many hours.

13 | In home I got angry from | At home, my mother got | Selection
my mother... angry at me

14 | Playing in the river is Playing at the river is Selection
dangerous. dangerous.

15 | ....wenever play inthe | .... we never play at the | Selection
river, river,

16- | 1 play football with my I play football with my 1) Selection

17 | friend in Stadium friend at" Massepe 2) Omission
Massepe small Pinrang Stadium ? in Pinrang
district. district.

18 | Game started at 03.30 at | Game started at 03.30 at | Omission




the stadium Massepe
Pinrang.

Massepe stadium in
Pinrang.

19- | Me and my friend went My friend and I went ' | 1) Insertion
20 | on" a farewell show on a farewell show at” the 2) Selection
the Puncak Bila Puncak Bila waterpark.
waterpark.
21 | I'like to play football in I liked to play football Insertion
there because.... there because....
22 | .... and order me to be .... and ordered me to be | Omission
center back. in the center back.
23 | I was on playing football | I was playing football in | Insertion
in Kaballangan Kaballangan
24 | I was happy to be going | I was happy to go at the | Selection
to the beach with my beach with my mother,
mother back then. then back.
25 | I went holiday in aunt’s I went holiday in my Selection
house at bantaeng. aunt’s house in
Bantaeng.
26 | The trip at pinrang strive | The trip from Pinrang to | Selection
at bantaeng was so far. Bantaeng was so far.
27 | My family and I My family and I took Selection
vacationed to my father’s | holiday at my father’s
clove garden which is in | clove garden which is in
Siwa. Siwa.
28 | ...., but it is not makes ...., but it is not makes Selection
me bored while on the me bored while in the
bus. bus.
29 | ..., Iplayed basketball ..., I played basketball Selection
with my friends in my with my friends at my
school basketball hall. school’s basketball
court.
30 | ....,myown ..., My OWN Selection
unforgettable experience | unforgettable experience
is in white sand. is at white sand.
31 | ....and situation in white | .... and situation of Selection
sand has panorama, ... white sand has
panorama, ...
32 | Beside, on * white sand | Beside, white sand has Insertion
has panorama, water panorama, clear water,
clear, ...
33 | Because nothing People | Because nobody People | Selection
live at the island .... lived on the island ....
34 | After we arrive on the After we arrived at Dato | Selection
Dato Beach. Beach.
35 | Then, I and my family Then, my family and I Selection




eat together on the
beautiful house on the
Dato Beach.

ate together in front of
the beautiful house on
the Dato Beach.

36 | Ijuststayed in my home | I just stayed at my home | Selection

37 | .... and clean up .... and clean up my Insertion
bedroom with in* my bedroom then my house.
home

38 | Having arrived at uncle’s | Arrived in uncle’s Selection
house, we were greeted house, we were greeted
by... by...

39 | When I was in* the When I was eleventh Insertion
eleventh grade. grade.

40 | When we arrived in the When we arrived at the | Selection
beach .... beach ....

41 | .... and while enjoying .... and while enjoying | Selection
condition in Makassar atmosphere of Makassar
city. city.

42 | ....Iinvited my mother .... linvited my mother | Selection
to walk to the mall to to walk at the mall for
shop .... shopping ....

43 | .... we also spend time to | .... we also spent time to | Insertion
shop even though my shop even though my
time there in* only 20 holiday was only 20
days. days.

44 | One of this is Kilometer | One of that was Selection
Sebelas at Poso Kilometer Sebelas in

Poso

45 | I spend one day in I spent a day at Selection
Kilometer Sebelas. Kilometer Sebelas.

46 | I saw the wonderful view | I saw the wonderful Selection
in the mountain. view of the mountain.

47 | After that, we went to After that, we went to Selection
bath in the beach bath at the beach
together. together.

48 | When we arrived at the When we arrived in the | Selection
island ... island ....

49 | ... she really wanted to ... she really wanted to | Omission
go to the water-boom go the water-boom in*
Polman. Polman.

50 | When I was a grade 1 When I was tenth grade | Omission
senior high school. at* senior high school.

51 | In there, I in* invite my There, I invited my Insertion
sister to watch sister to watch
competition. competition.

52 | When we stroll at Maros, | When we strolled in Selection




Maros, ....

... and I arrived at

53 ... and I arrived in Selection
Polman at 17.50 p.m Polman at 17.50 p.m

54 | When we signed in* When we signed there. | Insertion
there.

55 | ...., my brother help me | ...., my brother helped Selection
to put my clothes on the | me to put my clothes in
cupboard. the cupboard.

56 | In* there, I must keep my | There, I must keep my Insertion
grandmother. grandmother.

57 | My brother invite me My brother invited me Selection
goes to Amal Beach. to go at Amal Beach.

58 | At* there, we can ate There, we can eat Insertion
coconut. coconut.

59- | I had visited in" the I had visited the water- 1) Insertion

60 | water-park nature at” park nature in 2) Selection

wasponda, east luwu.

wasponda, east luwu.

61 | Ivisited to the beach at* | I visited Salonsa Beach. | Insertion
Salonsa Beach

62 | I spent my time in the I spent my time at the Selection
beach .... beach ....

63 | I was reading on my I was reading in my Selection
house. house.

64 | We also took many We also took many Selection
picture on the some pictures of some
animals in the zoo. animals in the zoo.

65 | I hope I can go at Bali I hope I can return in Selection
again Bali again

66 | ... we were searching ... We were searching Insertion
homestay at* around homestay around Toraja
Toraja city city

67- | ... my family and I got ... my family and I got 1) Omission

68 | homestay "Lolai Lempe, | homestay in Lolai 2) Insertion
in® there very cold ..... Lempe. There, the

atmosphere was so cold

69 | ... our teacher brought us | ... our teacher brought Insertion
went to on* the big us to go the big
canteen. canteen.

70 | ... who are on the ship to | ... who are in the ship to | Selection
be brought to the be brought to the
mainland. mainland.

71 | I and my family went on | My family and I went Selection

vacation to Tanjungbira.

on vacation at
Tanjungbira.




72 | We enjoyed the beuty of | We enjoyed the beauty | Selection
Tanjungbira at night by of Tanjungbira at night
the beach. on the beach.

73 | I was amazed by the I was amazed the Selection
beautiful scenery at beautiful scenery of
waterfall, ... waterfall, ...

74 | Arriving in the school my | Arriving at the school, Selection
sister, she is running my sister is running to
entering her school. enter her school.

75 | Then in the left side of Then on the left side of | Selection
street [ see ... street I saw ...

76- | In" the school have many | The school had many 1) Insertion

77 | student, but on® my students, but my class 2) Insertion
classroom just little just had little student.
student.

78 | ... eating on* under the ... eating under the tree | Insertion

tree together.

together.




Appendix B

Omission of Preposition

No

Identified Sentence and Phrase

The Wrong Sentences

The Correct Sentences

We waited at~ Firdaus* park
around 30 minute....

We waited for Firdaus at* the
park around 30 minutes....

I play football with my friend
in Stadium Massepe small
Pinrang district.

I play football with my friend
at Massepe Stadium in*
Pinrang district.

Game started at 03.30 at the
stadium Massepe Pinrang.

Game started at 03.30 at
Massepe stadium in* Pinrang.

.... and order me to be center
back.

.... and ordered me to be
in*the center back.

... she really wanted to go to
the water-boom Polman.

... she really wanted to go the
water-boom in* Polman.

When I was a grade 1 senior
high school.

When I was tenth grade at*
senior high school.

... my family and I got
homestay T nlai Lempe, in
there very cold .....

... my family and I got
homestay in* Lolai Lempe.
There, the atmosphere was so
cold .....

p:i:mn%

; 05y =
P T 100% = (8.98%)




Appendix C

Insertion of Preposition

No Identified Sentence and Phrase
The Wrong Sentences The Correct Sentences

1 I very happy in there.... I was very happy there ....

2 | When in the middle of the When the middle of the
journey one of my friends ran | journey, one of my friend run
out of petrol. out of petrol.

3 So that he should be in pushed | So that, he should be pushed
into the seller.... into the seller....

4 | At there, I always playing with | There, I played with my
my friends.... friends....

5 Me and my friend went on* a | My friend and I went a
farewell show on the Puncak farewell show at the Puncak
Bila waterpark. Bila waterpark.

6 | Ilike to play football in there | I liked to play football there
because.... because....

7 | I was on playing football in I was playing football in
Kaballangan Kaballangan

8 Beside, on * white sand has Beside, white sand has
panorama, water clear, ... panorama, clear water, ...

9 .... and clean up bedroom .... and clean up my bedroom
with in* my home then my house.

10 | When I was in* the eleventh When I was eleventh grade.
grade.

11 | .... we also spend time to shop | .... we also spent time to shop
even though my time there in* | even though my holiday was
only 20 days. only 20 days.

12 | In there, I in* invite my sister | There, I invited my sister to
to watch competition. watch competition.

13 | When we signed in* there. When we signed there.

14 | In* there, I must keep my There, | must keep my
grandmother. grandmother.

15 | At* there, we can ate coconut. | There, we can eat coconut.

16 | I had visited in* the water-park | I had visited the water-park
nature at wasponda, east luwu. | nature in wasponda, east luwu.

17 | I visited to the beach at* I visited Salonsa Beach.
Salonsa Beach

18 | ... we were searching ... we were searching
homestay at* around Toraja homestay around Toraja city
city

19 | ... my family and I got ... my family and I got
homestay Lolai Lempe, in’ homestay in Lolai Lempe.
there very cold ..... There, the atmosphere was so




cold .....

20

... our teacher brought us went
to on* the big canteen.

... our teacher brought us to
go the big canteen.

21- | In" the school have many The school had many students,
22 | student_hut on" my classroom | but my class just had little

just little student. student.
23 | ... catingon* under the tree ... eating under the tree

trgether.

together.

nglnn%

P% 100% = (29.49%)




Appendix D

Selection of Incorrect Preposition

No

Identified Sentence and Phrase

The Wrong Sentences

The Correct Sentences

....we went to festival Tunas
Kelapa in STAIN Pare-pare

.... we joined Tunas Kelapa
Festival at STAIN Pare-pare

On Sunday, my family and I
go to grandma’s village at
Sidrap

On Sunday, my family and I
went to grandma’s village in
Sidrap

In the Lasinrang park, we
saw.

At the Lasinrang park, we
saw.

We waited at Firdaus park
around 30 minute....

We waited for Firdaus at the
park around 30 minutes....

We spend the day in the beach
with happiness

We spent the day at the beach
happily

I played basketball with my
friend in my school basketball
hall

I played basketball with my
friend at my school’s
basketball court

We played in the river for
many hours.

We played at the river for
many hours.

In home I got angry from my
mother...

At home, my mother got angry
at me

Playing in the river is
dangerous.

Playing at the river is
dangerous.

10

.... we never play in the river,

.... we never play at the river,

11

I play football with my friend
in Stadium Massepe small
Pinrang district.

I play football with my friend
at Massepe Stadium in Pinrang
district.

12

Me and my friend went on a
farewell show on the Puncak
Bila waterpark.

My friend and I wenta
farewell show at the Puncak
Bila waterpark.

13

I was happy to be going to the
beach with my mother back
then.

I was happy to go at the beach
with my mother, then back.

14

I went holiday in aunt’s house
at bantaeng.

I went holiday in my aunt’s
house in Bantaeng.

15

The trip at pinrang strive at
bantaeng was so far.

The trip from Pinrang to
Bantaeng was so far.

16

My family and I vacationed to
my father’s clove garden
which is in Siwa.

My family and I took holiday
at my father’s clove garden
which is in Siwa.

17

...., but it is not makes me
bored while on the bus.

...., but it is not makes me
bored while in the bus.




18 | ..., I played basketball with ..., I played basketball with
my friends in my school my friends at my school’s
basketball hall. basketball court.

19 | ...., my own unforgettable ...., my own unforgettable
experience is in white sand. experience is at white sand.

20 | .... and situation in white sand | .... and situation of white sand
has panorama, ... has panorama, ...

21 | Because nothing People live at | Because nobody People lived
the island .... on the island ....

22 | After we arrive on the Dato After we arrived at Dato
Beach. Beach.

23 | Then, I and my family eat Then, my family and I ate
together on the beautiful house | together in front of the
on the Dato Beach. beautiful house on the Dato

Beach.

24 | 1just stayed in my home I just stayed at my home

25 | Having arrived at uncle’s Arrived in uncle’s house, we
house, we were greeted by... were greeted by...

26 | When we arrived in the beach | When we arrived at the beach

27 | .... and while enjoying .... and while enjoying
condition in Makassar city. atmosphere of Makassar city.

28 | .... linvited my mother to .... I invited my mother to
walk to the mall to shop .... walk at the mall for shopping

29 | One of this is Kilometer One of that was Kilometer
Sebelas at Poso Sebelas in Poso

30 | I'spend one day in Kilometer | I spent a day at Kilometer
Sebelas. Sebelas.

31 | Isaw the wonderful view in I saw the wonderful view of
the mountain. the mountain.

32 | After that, we went to bath in After that, we went to bath at
the beach together. the beach together.

33 | When we arrived at the island | When we arrived in the island

34 | When we stroll at Maros, .... When we strolled in Maros,

35 | ... and I arrived at Polman at ... and I arrived in Polman at
17.50 p.m 17.50 p.m

36 | ...., my brother help me to put | ...., my brother helped me to
my clothes on the cupboard. put my clothes in the

cupboard.

37 | My brother invite me goes to My brother invited me to go at
Amal Beach. Amal Beach.

38 | I had visited in" the water-park | I had visited the water-park




nature at” wasponda, east
luwu.

nature in wasponda, east luwu.

39

I spent my time in the beach

I spent my time at the beach

40

I was reading on my house.

I was reading in my house.

41

We also took many picture on
the some animals in the zoo.

We also took many pictures of
some animals in the zoo.

42

I hope I can go at Bali again

I hope I can return in Bali
again

43

... who are on the ship to be
brought to the mainland.

... who are in the ship to be
brought to the mainland.

44 | I and my family went on My family and I went on
vacation to Tanjungbira. vacation at Tanjungbira.
45 | We enjoyed the beuty of We enjoyed the beauty of

Tanjungbira at night by the
beach.

Tanjungbira at night on the
beach.

46

I was amazed by the beautiful
scenery at waterfall, ...

I was amazed the beautiful
scenery of waterfall, ...

47

Arriving in the school my
sister, she is running entering
her school.

Arriving at the school, my
sister is running to enter her
school.

48

Then in the left side of street 1
see ...

Then on the left side of street I
saw ...

pz,‘;wn%

P=§ 100% = (61.53%)




Appendix E

DOCUMENTATION

The Researcher explained the instruction of test



Student did the writing test

Student did the writing test



Appendix F
Table of Sum of Students’ Error

Kinds of Error
No Name oP | 1P | SIP Sum Error
1 Aifah 0
2 Nurul Inayah
3 Nur Rahma R
4 Ervina
5 Fitra Ramadhani
6 Wahyuni
7 Ikram Ibrahim
8 Al. Anas
9 Muh. Nurhidayat
10 Aswar Samad
11 Mirnawati
12 Muh. Igbal
13 Anggung Basri
14 Aulya Ramadhani
15 Ismaniar

16 Mutmainna Rajab

17 | Nurafni Aulia Fitri MH
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18 Hasdianti

19 Nurlina

20 Wahyu Supianto
21 Nurfadillah

22 Hendra Saud

23 Dirgahayu

24 Muh. Idris

25 Andi Refi Patajangi
26 Nurahma

27 Nur Asiah. S

28 Musdalifa Kadir
29 Fitriani Talib

30 Nur Ainun Ali
31 Muh. Wirfan

32 Alif Muh. Akbar
33 Haeriani

34 Potra Tama Suharto
35 Hajar Ramli

36 Oktaviana Karim
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