
ABSTRACT 

The Ministry of Education and Culture of Indonesia has launched a new curriculum, the 2013 

Curriculum. It promotes a transition from a traditional learning approach to a more progressive one 

that appears to reflect a constructivist approach. To ensure the successful implementation of the new 

curriculum, the Ministry produced compulsory textbooks for teachers and students. This study is 

aimed at revealing the presentation of writing lessons in the compulsory textbooks for Grade 1 that 

reflects the underlying theory of the 2013 Curriculum. The study analysed the frequency of writing 

lessons in the textbooks. It also analysed the types and the focus of writing activities in the lessons 

by using a content analysis. The sample consisted of eight textbooks of Grade 1. Each book consists 

of 24 lessons. Therefore, 192 lessons were analysed in this study. The results of the content analysis 

show that writing lessons in the textbooks, to a great degree, are still influenced by a traditional view 

of learning, especially those in the first two books used in Semester 1. In fact, the new curriculum 

appears to promote a constructivist approach. The findings suggest that there was inconsistency 

between the theory underpinning the writing lessons in the textbooks and the theory required by the 

2013 Curriculum. In light of these findings, the study considers practical implications to increase the 

teaching of writing in Grade 1 based on the 2013 Curriculum Framework. 
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