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ABSTRACT

Dewi Dirmayani, 2019. Analyzing transitional devices in essay writing at tenth
Grade Students of SMA Negeri 19 Gowa), under the thesis of English Education
Department, the Faculty of Teachers Training and Education, Muhammadiyah
University of Makassar, supervised by Eny satriana and Saiful.

This research aimed at finding out the transitional devices used by the
students in their essays and the ability of the students in using transitional devices in
their essays at tenth Grade Students of SMA Negeri 19 Gowa.

This researcher applied descriptive quantitative. The population of this
research was the tenth grade students at SMA Negeri 19 Gowa, academic year
2018/2019. The sample was class X MIA 2 taken by purposive sampling technique
which consisted of 27 students.

The research findings showed that the class X Mia 2 of SMA Negeri 19 Gowa
had good score in their ability in using clause connector of transitional device based
on the students ‘essays. It was proved by the the percentage of transitional device
were 75 %. Eventually, based on findings and discussion above, the researcher
concluded that the students X MIA 2.of SMAN 19 GOWA has a good categori in
using transitional device.

Keywords: Transitional Device, Essay Writing, and Writing Ability
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CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

A. Background

Writing in English is means to fill the gap that exists between the
ability to express ideas, feelings, and opinions. It is widely admitted that
writing is a crucial means of communication that cannot be separated from
human life. Pincas (1982: 24) states that writing is an instrument of both
communication ewhich ~ people can put their ideas, feelings, and
knowledge into written form more freely.

Writing is being conscious of living because when students put their
thought about life into words,-they become more aware their own life.
Writing demands a writer to-work efficiently and organize material more
skillfully .However,research papers are more rewarding, writing then can
be interesting, stimulating, and satisfying.

According to the 1984 and 1994 senior high school English
curriculum, there are five components of English course. These
components cannot be separated from one another because they are all
important and closely related even though the teaching proportion for each
may be different.

Writing as a productive skill is considered difficult because it is more
formal and complex Raimes (1983:4) states that many adult native

speakers of certain language find writing difficult. There are several



processes mentally and physically being carried on the same time. The
thinking process cannot be described physically. The evidence in the form
of transcription on the paper can be used to investigate how to work in the
process of writing.

The complexity of writing involves all aspects of the writing process.
All the aspects are inter correlated. They are transitional devices,
vocabulary, grammar, paragraph, exposition, and narration. There is no
part can stand alone without the others. Then, from all the aspects, this
proposal explains the transitional devices only.

The transitional devices in writing are also complex, and therefore,
they need to be made clear to the students’ writing. Otherwise, the purpose
of writing is not able to understand.

Djahimo, H. R (2016)-in his-tesearch an analysis of transition signals
in discussion text written. The result of this study is students have good
competence in using transitional signal appropriate with its function and
grammar, however some transition signals are still used incorrectly.

Ratnasiah, M (2015). In her research students’ ability in using
transition signals, the result of this study students’ ability in using
transitional signals is into fair category. According to the review of
previous studies, the students’ ability in using transitional signals were
different in each of school or university. By this researches, the researcher
can found the students’ ability in using transitional devices in essay

writing.



The basic concept for doing this research is the transitional devices.
The transitional devices of this research exist among other subsystems of
the writing. Those subsystems are: topic sentences, vocabulary, grammar,
and structure inventory, paragraphs, essays, and some other kinds.

Therefore, the researcher is interested in conducting a research which
emphasizes on the using of transitional devices students’ writing ability

focusing coordinating conjunction and subordinating conjunction.

B. Problem Statement
Based on the statement above, the researcher would like to formulate

the the problem as follows:
1. How is the transitional devices used by the students in their essays?
2. How is the ability of the-students in using transitional devices in their

essays?

C. Objective of the Research
The objective of this research is to find out:
1. How is the transitional devices used by the students in their essays?
2. How is the ability of the students in using transitional devices in

their essays?

D. Significance of the Research

The result of this research expected to be a peace of useful reference

for the teachers in teaching writing to their students especially at SMA



Negeri 19 Gowa and the students who understand the correct use of the

transitional devices.

E. Scope of the Research
The scope of this research restricted to the tenth grade students of
SMA Negeri 19 Gowa in essay writing by using transitional devices. In
this case, the kind of the transitional devices focused on clause connectors
(coordinating conjuction: or, but, yet, and, nor, for, and subordinating

conjuction: as, if, so because, where, which, that, when) in descriptive text.






CHAPTER Il

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

A. Previous Related Findings

There are several previous researches had conducted research related
with this title, they are explained as follows:

Fitrawati, Jufri and Yolanda (2013). Thesis. Analysis of English
Department Students’ Ability in Using Transitional Signals found that the
students’ ability in using transition signal is average (60%).

Willis, D. W (2016). Thesis. The students’ ability of using transition
signals as sentence connectors in paragraph. The research shows that in an
average the students’ ability of using transition signals as sentence connectors
in paragraph is moderate, with the-means score of 68,5.

Based on the research finding above, there are two researchers conducted
research about writing used different text to know the students’ ability in
using transitional device. In this case, the researcher then decide to conduct a
same research about writing with different kinds and text of transitional

device as well.

B. Writing

1. What is writing?

Basically, writing means produce or reproduce message into written
language (Bram in Baharuddin,1995).1t involves an active process to organize
and formulate the ideas on the paper so that the reader can follow the writer’s

message as well as in oral form. But, we should know that writing requires an



accurate and practical grammar, word choice and spelling, punctuation and
vocabulary. Writing is a process of expressing ideas or propositions in words.
As writing has several modes, Gaith (2001) explains that choosing one mode
of writing that matches certain topic will help the writer organize writing and
helps the reader process the information to be discussed while using key

words that emphasize the chosen mode helps reinforce coherence.

Writing is one of languge skills. Writing is a processof expressing
ideasor thoughts in ' word (leo, 2007:1). In other words, writing is a skills that
requires someone to communicate informasion to onother person thought a
writing test. Writing. maybe designed to amuse, to inspire to persuade, to
inform, to deseive, to guide and to engligten (wills, 1964:1). As a part of our
daily.life. writing maybe use by people to express idea more often than

speaking.

According to oshima and hogue (1998:3) the most important thing that
must be remembered about writing, especially academic writing is that
writing is a process, not aproduct. It means that the most important thing in
writing is the writing process, not the product of writing since the writing
process i areflection of our natural thingking process (McMillan, (1986:3) and
thougt the process of writing we can explore our idea by using our own

languange.

As have been discuissed above that writing isa process. As a process ,
writing follows three majir stage called prewriting, writing, and revising

(mcmilan, (1986:2). In which people try to choose one topic that will be



discussed and then try to gather much informasion about that topic and make
a note about everythingrelated to that topic.prewriting creates a fountdation
that becomess invisible once the writing work is completed (mcmilan,1986:
4). Since prewriting creates a foundation, the writing must stand on that
foundation, adn everything that will be discussed on a peace of writing must

refer to that foundation.

The second stage of writing process is the writing activity. In this step,
someone stars writing his or her first drafst besed on the outlinethat has been
made in the first siep. In this process, someone writes everyting about the
stated topic that she-has in his in hisor her mind. The main perpose of this

step is to draw the writers imagination and transform it into written words.

After mking the first draft, the last step, then, is revising in this step, the
writer trys to change what she-has:writen in order to improve it (oshima and
hogue, 1998:11). The activity that may be done by the writer in this stepis
cheking the content and organiztion including the unity and coherence of the
written test (oshima and hogue, 1998:11) which mean also cheking over the
use of topic sentence and the sentence that develop the topic sentence and
also the use of transitionsal words. Another aspect that must be cheked in this
step isthe grammar of the writing test. After evisng or cheking, the writer,

then is allowed to rewrite his work and make the final copy of the work.

The complicated steps that must be doneby the writer when she
writessomething is in order to make a good and succesfullwritingf since

writing always has a perpose and audience or a reader. Whenever the writen



test is made, it is consider that the writer istrying to say something to
someone, so, to make the work readable; the writer must know the audience
or the reader so that the writer can communicate theideas clearly and

effectively.

A well-written piece of writing can be described as incorporating
elements of writing in such a way that a reader can experience the writer’s
intended meaning, understand the writer’s premise, and accept or reject the
writer’s point of view. An effective writing, according to Gaith (2001), is
focused on the topic and does not contain extraneous or loosely related
information; has an organizational pattern that enables the reader to follow
the flow of ideas because it contains a beginning, middle, and end and uses
transitional devices; contains supporting ideas that are developed through the
use of details, examples, vivid/clear language, and mature word choice; and
follows the conventions of standard written English (i.e., punctuation,

capitalization, and spelling) and has variation in sentence structure.

Learning to write is part of learning the four language skills. The
differences between learning oral and written mode of a language are the use
of graphophonics, grammatical and lexical resources. These three areas in
writing are the most common source of problem found in learning to write for
advance level. Therefore, once the problem in language learning encountered
by EFL learners is identified, it is important to organize a systematic plan to
help learners cope with the problem. To be able to make a logical and

systematic plan, some theories of language learning should be first recited to
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have a clear conceptual frame and assumptions underpin this research. In
relation to the organization of the ideas on the paper, a writer should have an
ability to balance the purpose, audience, and topic as well as in speaking

activity.

As one of the language skills, writing is uses to express ideas. In writing,
a writer will be involved in the process of building the large units of ideas
from smaller ones. They will be linked together to form sentence. The
sentences will be linked to form a piece of paragraph which will also be

linked together to form a larger unit of writing, that is a piece of composition.

Byrne (1984: 1) stated that writing is clearly much more than the
production of graphic symbols as speech is more than the production of
sounds. The symbols have been‘arranged according to certain conventions, to
form words, and words have to-be arranged to form sentence. However, we
do not write just one sentence or a number of sentences arranged in particular
order and linked together in certain ways. Writing involves the encoding of

message of some kind: that is to translate throughout into language”.

Most of the writing activities are involved in the writing process in
which a writer to words to form sentences and then constructs the sentences
to form paragraph, and so on. The form of writing may be story,essay,
reports, letters, etc. Writing remains in spite of telephone and videotape, we
will often meet our need to communicate through writing. If we want a
commitment from someone, we get activities in writing such as taking notes,

making list, sending letters (Elizabeth at al. 1990: 2)
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2. The Importance of Writing

Written communication is an essential element of expression; the ability
to articulate oneself through the written word provides one with the
opportunity to share their knowledge in a meaningful and effective way.

a. From an educational perspective: Developing written skills will enable
students to learn how to compose ideas, organize their thoughts and
arguments, support key points and. share information. Acquiring these
skills will also prepare students for their future academic and professional
endeavors.

b. Learning to write is a key aspect of everyday life. Writing facilitates
reflection, expression and enables individuals to compose their thoughts,
therefore providing us with the framework for one of the most prominent
methods of daily communication.-In an electronic world where verbal
communication has become less frequently used, learning to write in a
cohesive, structured manner allows individuals to convey their thoughts
effectively.

c. Writing provides us with catharsis and a sense of
accomplishment. Completing and feeling good about a piece of writing
that a student has worked on promotes confidence and this is an essential
element to personal productivity in all facets of education. When a student
sees a piece of work that they have successfully completed, this leads to
positive emotions. We work best when we are happy and feel positive

about our achievements. This leads us to continue on a path of success.
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d. The ability to compose critical thought through written articulation allows
those who best process information in a visual manner to conceptualize
information. There are many different types of learners in our world, for
example, tactile, auditory and visual, the latter of which requires students
and individuals to succeed when processing information visually.
Therefore, it is essential to accommodate the myriad of learners in the
classroom, and learning to write not only accommodates visual learners
but also allows students who struggle in this area to develop their ability to
conceive information in a visual manner.
There are a lot of reasons why writing Is important:

a. People can read something because of writing so that we know
everything,

b. Through writing, we can express our ideas and also our feeling to
other people.

c. By expressing idea through writing, the writer can improve the way of
delivery ideas and opinions in more appropriate way since she can

check and revise her writing before being read by other people.

3. The Characteristic of Good Writing
There is no specific details explaining what category good writing
shall have. Blanchard and Root (2010) suggest that at least there are three
things a good writing has which are subject, purpose, and audience. The
first one is subject, it is necessary for a writer to determine what topic will

be chosen before writing. One specific topic can be taken based on the
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interest of the writer. In addition, the writer has make sure that the topic is
not too general where will be hard to developed. Second is a purpose.
Every time a writer wants to write, the purpose has not been forgotten to
be considered or what he is writing for. The most usual reason why a
writer writes is to entertain, to inform, and to persuade the reader.

The last one is about audience. To whom a writer is writing for will
determine the way a writing product will be like. If the writer wants to
make it for a publishing journal, the writing product will come to appear
with more. formal language and punctuation system. Otherwise, if the
reader target.is children, then the language will be simpler to understand.
Then, even though a writing product is made by a master writer, but there
shall always be revising for what has been written. Revising is different
from editing. This is more-like .conceptual work to reread, rethink, and
reconstruct ideas on paper until they connect with those in mind. Revising
Is re-seeing the approach, topic, argument, evidence, organization, and
conclusion, and experimenting with change.

In contrast, editing similar to stylistic work, modify language rather
than ideas. It can be done by testing each word or phrase to see whether it
is necessary, accurate, and correct (Willer, 2002). Furthermore, a good
writing has to have a significant influence to the reader. It has to fulfil
what the reader need as the information. It can be either for self esteem or
for community sake like conducting a research. Therefore a good writing

has to be able to create new knowledge and meaning (Taylor, 2009)
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There are some characteristic of good writing as Adelstein and Prival
in Damayanti (2009: 15) states as follows:

a. Good writing reflects the writing skill to organize the material into
coherence whole so that it moves logically form a sentence, dominate
idea, to the supporting and finally to consistent ending, conveying to
the reason sense of a well thought put plan.

b. Good writing reflects the writer skill to write the interest readers in
subject and demonstrate a thought sound understanding of it.

c. Good writing reflects the writer skill to criticize the draft and revise it.
Revision | the key of effectives writing.

d. Good writing reflects the writer skill to use the approach vice suit the

purpose and audience of the occasion.

4. Components of good writing
Jacobs et all (1981: 31) in Anita state the point out the Five
significant components in writing. They are content, organization,

language use, vocabulary, and mechanics.

a. Content
The content of writing should be clear for the readers so that the
readers can understand the message convey and gain information
from it. In order to have a good content of writing. Its content should
be well unified and completed. This term is usually known as unity

and completeness, which become characteristic of good writing.
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1. Unity
The writing regards to have good unity, if it has some main
ideas and the sentences contained in it develop that idea. The main
idea is stated in the topic sentences and each or every supported
sentences and related to that idea of the topic sentences. If a writer
wants his writing is unified, he or she should not include the
sentences that do not support the main idea of the topic sentences.
2. Completeness
Writing is said to have completeness. if the main idea have
been explained and developed fully completeness. The controlling
idea with develop thoroughly by these of particular information. It
is relative to know how complex or general the topic sentences by
having a complete writing. It is expected that the content of

writing will be clear and-.understandable for readers.

b. Organization
In organization of the writing concern with the ways through
writer arranges and organizes the ideas in order the message in the
words. There are many ways used by the writers to organize or
arrange the writing this organization is mainly recognized as order.
There are two parts of organization in this case, they are below.
1) Coherence
Coherence means that sticking together and in coherence

essay, all the idea sticks together. A coherence paragraphs is each
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idea in supporting sentences related to the topic sentence or the
idea. One in which the ideas are put in the right order and never
confused. This makes the writers through essay to follow
sentence paragraph.
2) Spatial order

If the purpose of the paragraph is to tell them something
looks most effective organization pattern is usually spatial, if the
writers write a description of neighborhood, a room, or a holding
that they want to the readers have a mental picture of what they
are describing a house of building, they was probably describe
the exterior and the interior of the building by moving
systematically rather than haphazardly over the scene, convey the

viewer of the overall plan arrangement of the scene.

Language use

Coke in Ismayanti (2002: 25) states that language us in writing
description and other forms of writing involve correct usage and point
of grammar. However, considering that there are many points of
grammar. However, considering that there are many points of
grammar, the writer would like to quote a little literature about verbs,
use modifier or adjective, adverbs, and participles in the writing, a
modifier may other be a phrase. A single, well-chosen-modifier is

often more effective than several used together. If it is difficult to



17

describe with over used or warn-out modifier, find more interesting

synonyms, in the dictionary.

. Vocabulary

Vocabulary is one of language aspect dealing the process of
writing. The writers always think about putting words into the
sentences and putting the sentences into the paragraph until they can
create a piece of writing.

It is clear now that we cannot write or express if we do not have
vocabulary. Therefore, we cannot understand the writing passage
without having a lot of vocabulary.

Vocabularies as one of the important components of writing
should take in to consideration by the English leaner and English
teacher; because there is n doubt that learning the words of the

language.

Mechanics

The use of mechanics is due to capitalization, punctuation, and
spelling appropriately. These aspects are very important, it leads the
readers to understand, to recognize immediately. The use of favorable
mechanic in writing was maked readers easy to group the conveying
ideas or the message to the written materials. Further explanations
about mechanics are as follows:

1) Capitalization
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The use of capital letters makes our writing easier to rad.
Capital letters call attention to certain special words, as well as to
words that begin sentences. There are specific rules for
capitalizing words.

The words which are capitalized, names (e.g. A. E. Housman) and
titles (e.g. the Secretary of State), the pronoun I, months (e.g.
November), days (e.g. Monday), and holidays (e.g. Memorial
Day), names of organization (e.g. Democratic Party) and
institution (e.g. Wright Junior College), etc.

2) Spelling

It is a very important rule follows in using spelling
appropriately. They are suffixes edition such adding (gerund,
present participle); -omit-becomes omitting plural formation such
adding ‘es’ ‘s’ changing ‘y’ to ‘I’ if the finally ‘y’ is preceded
consonant such as ‘fly’ becomes  flies’ he handing of ‘ ie’ or ‘ai’.

(Mc. Dougal Little, 1981: 492).

5. Writing Process
Every piece of writing involves several processes. Meyer (1992: 2-3)
states that writing activity generally requires several processes namely
inventing or planning, generating, revising, and editing.
a. Inventing or planning
In the planning process, the writer delineates what to say about the

topic, what effect it is intended to make on the audience and in what way it
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should be presented to achieve the purpose. Nur (1989:26) cited in Spack,
reveals that there are several invention strategies in ESL activity, namely
oral, brainstorming, list making hopping, dialogue writing (carry on a self-
conversation while writing a specific topic), cubing (swiftly consider a
subject from six point of view describe it, associate it, analyze it, apply it,
argue for or against ot) and the classical invention (brief answer to several
questions about the subject which are grouped according to Aristotle’s
common topics. Furthermore, Meyer (1992: 3) says that invention process
there are some ways that can help writer to discover a topic. They are
prewriting  (structure - and unstructured prewriting), item analysis and
brainstorming.
Generating

The techniques of- generating ideas are much influenced by
individual preferences. Some.examples of the techniques are: jotting down
everything about the topic, thinking about the topic in certain ways,e-g
describing, comparing or analyzing; generating from the newly generated
ideas and writing down a lot of thoughts as the occurs and then looking
back over them to extract the important messages ( Nur, 1989: 23).
Revising

Revising is the examination of the draft to find mistakes,
deficiencies or irrelevant points, and after that improving the text. Revising
should be better done after the completion of the first draft, so that it will

not interrupt the flow of writing.
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B. Essay
1. Definition Essay
An Essay is a piece of writing several paragraphs long, not just one
or two paragraphs (Oshima and Hogue, 1991:76). An essay is usually a
short piece of writing which is quite often written from an author's
personal point of view. Essays can consist of a number of elements,
including: literary criticism, political manifestos, learned arguments,
observations of daily life, recollections; and reflections of the author.
Essays have become a major part of a formal education. Secondary
students are taught structured essay formats to improve their writing
skills, and admission essays are often used by universities in selecting
applicants and, in the humanities and social sciences, as a way of
assessing the performance of students during final exams. The concept of
an "essay" has been extended to-other mediums beyond writing.
2. Elements of Essay
There are three main areas we need to consider when writing an
essay. we need to evaluate our (1) focus, (2) content and (3) organization.
While each of the three has its own vitality, the “trinity” is inseparable.

a. essay must have a purpose, which has clearly defined and
effectively communicated. This is the focus of essay. Essay
must fulfill the requirements for the purpose it is trying to
accomplish. In addition, our work must be well balanced; we

should neither do too much in the essay, nor mark our goals
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too limited and inconsequential. Also, the needs, interests and
expectations of our readers should be considered and met.

b. Besides focus, content is an essential part if our essay.
Considering controlling purpose, we ought to discover whether
there is adequate support and whether our essay development
fulfills the commitment started or implied by the controlling
purpose. What supporting details or evidence we have
provided and how adequate they are is equally important. All
our details, evidence, or counter arguments should not only
relate clearly to our controlling purpose, but should have the
purpose of strengthening the essay.

c. Both the focus and content are strengthened and enhanced by
the organization of-the essay, which must follow an overall
organization strategy-\We may want to test the effectiveness of
such strategy by outlining or summarizing our essay. The
organization of our essay must follow logically the
commitment established by our controlling purpose. We must
insure that our readers will be able to follow the organization
and easily make sense of it. Furthermore, we should ask
ourself whether or not introduction and conclusion could more
effectively open and close our essay.

After all of the above has been observed; now ought to
consider such things as grammar, spelling, word choice, sentence

structure and mechanics. Despite its importance, grammar is often
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ignored in the writing classes. It is the student's responsibility to
acquire the grammatical skills necessary to succeed in a writing

class.

C. Transitional Devices

a. What are meant by the Transitional Devices?

Transitions are devices used to link sentences, paragraphs, ideas
and time passages within a story. They indicate some kind of change
to the reader. Transitions show that there has been or will be a
disruption in the storyline or that a period of time has passed or will
between events. Transitions are the most common way an author can
convey a sense of change or highlight a passage of time to the reader
(Greco, 2000).

The transitional devices are something that helps to build
individual sentences into a cohesive unit. Those are pronouns,
deliberate repetitions, contrast orders, and  transitional markers
(Crimmon, 1976: 95). It means that the transitional devices support an
author to connect his ideas within the paragraph in order that cohesion
of sentences is maintained. His ideas, as a result, do not separate one
another which causes the meaning of the topic sentence of the
paragraph, or meaning of the whole essays being not clear (Hall,
1976: 189).

The next explanation about the transitional devices is that if the

author wants to provide a smooth transition between ideas within and
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between the paragraphs, he needs to use a connective of some sorts
whenever necessary (the connective meant here is also called the
transitional device).

It must be used to take the reader smoothly from one unit of
thought to another and to show clearly the relation between the
sentences, or between the paragraphs (Janis,1977: 479 ).Transitional
devices are like bridges between parts of your paper.They are cues
that help the reader interpret ideas a paper develop.Transitional
devices are words or phrases that help carry a thought from one
sentence to another,from one idea to another idea,or from one
paragraph to another.And finally,transitional devices link sentence and
paragraph together smoothly so that there are no abrupt jumps or

hreak between ideas.

b. The Classification of the Transitional Devices
a) The Transitional Devices within a Paragraph
The use of the transitional devices within a paragraph is needed to
achieve the coherence of the paragraph. These transitions function to
alert the reader to the relationship between one ideas to another
(Pilkinton-Pihko, 1999).
They consist of pronouns, deliberate repetitions, and transitional markers.
For more clarification of these transition, the writer unfolds their explanations
as the following.

1) Pronouns
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Pronouns function as transitions because they refer to their
antecedents. They point back and give a simple and natural connection.
In other words, since the pronouns are substitute for other words, at the
time also the pronouns serve as transition purposes to close antecedents.

Furthermore,when the pronouns refer to their antecedents as the
transitions between the ideas and the others, their agreement with their
subjects or their antecedents must be in the same form. If the antecedents
are in singular or plural form, the pronouns must be in singular or plural
too.

For example:

Kasmin discussed the existence of Islam. He also discussed more
about the cultures of Islam.

Liberalism and communism-are the same. They differ in process, but
they are equal in their purpose-giving a freedom to human being to
idolize the reason. The agreement of the pronouns to their antecedents
above, are very clear and understandable, but the exception to this rule is
the use of several pronouns, although, they may look plural are always
singular.

The function of the pronouns as the transitional devices within the
paragraph is needed to avoid the repetition of the nouns (the antecedents
of the pronouns) very often may cause the boredom of the reader. In this
function, they must not monotonous. Therefore they can be varied by

occasionally using the name the pronouns refer to. The words listed
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below are the pronouns that are used in connecting the ideas within the

paragraph. Those are:

he you its she who our
it whom their we his your
they her whose this that  etc.

(Wienes, 1977:75)

These pronouns take the place of nouns, when the author uses the
noun in one sentence, these pronouns which occur later on in another
sentence, automatically, refer the reader back to the original noun. In that
way, the author transmits the ideas smoothly from one another.

Finally, what the writer has stated above is that if the pronouns
function as the transitions within the paragraph they refer to close
antecedents, and they help/the idea flows smoothly to the next.

2. Transitional Words or Phrases

There are words or phrases placed at or near the beginning of a
sentence or clause to signal the relationship between a new sentence and
the one before it. They function to make a smooth transition from the
first idea to the next one, and help the author connect two main clauses.

For more clarification of the transitional words (markers), the
researcher presents their classification as the following:

a. Transition through Coordinator
The commonest markers, in this matter, are the simple connectives or
coordinators and, but, for, or, nor, and yet, which serve as bridges over

which the reader may easily pass from one sentence or clause to the
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next. They join the sentences together, and serve to connect ideas in
separate sentences.
b. Chronological Transition
A time, or chronological order is natural for narration and is commonly
used in explaining the steps in a process. The steps meant here are the
chronological events. They are recorded in the order in which they
occur first, first, next, and so on (Dagher, 1975: 279).
Thus, if the author-is telling a story, or giving direction or how to reach a
certain destination, the natural order would be a time order. The
transition, in this case, is a sequence or-connecting through time.
a. Spatial Transition
In a writing that is basically descriptive, the author moves smoothly from
one feature by description-to-another by using transitional expression.
The spatial transition or space order is the transition showing the reader
what the author has seen about the movement of view from place to
place.
b. Transition through Logical Order
Writing which is arranged by space or time reflects a natural order. The
author describes a scene or tells a story by intuition, which detail to give
first, first, and so on. However, in most writing, the material is not so
easily organized, the author must first decide which logical relationships
adequately. In most cases, the author establishes the central logical

relationship of the paragraphs in his topic sentence. The rest of the



27

paragraph is devoted to working out these logical relationships (Driskill,

1978:50).

c. The Transitional Devices Used in the Essay

Using the transitions effectively in the essay helps the author connect
his paragraph smoothly. In addition, how to understand them, the author

must comprehend the form of the essay.

The form of the essay consists of introductory, body, and conclusion. In
the introductory, the paragraph gives the author more space to build up to
the -topic that he wants to discuss. One sentence of this introductory
paragraph (often the last sentence) generally announces what the whole
essay will be about. In the first and the third paragraph of the essay is the
hody paragraph of the essay.- The paragraph supports or explains some

aspects of the proposal sentence.

Finally, in the conclusion of the essay, the author rewriters or recalls
again the proposal sentence which the author puts at the end of the

introductory paragraph.

All the parts above are the essential frame of the essay. In addition,
these parts must related one and other closely. For this case, the author
inserts phrases to make a close relationship and a smooth transitions of the
paragraph and the one before it.

1. The word and phrase used as the transitions between the paragraphs



28

All the word and phrases used as the transitions within the paragraph
can also be used as the transitions between the paragraphs. And how to use
these phrases as the transitions between the paragraphs, the author must
focus his concentration on the proposal sentence of the essay which
contains the theme of the essay whole that is usually put at the end of the
introductory paragraph.

By focuses the concentration on the proposal sentence, the author
willable to draw some sub ideas from his pre knowledge, as the topic
sentence in-the text paragraph that are relevant to the proposal sentence.
And this topic is developed also as one paragraph by avoiding abrupt shift
in thought from the paragraph before. For this matter, the author must use

the transitional words or phrases between the paragraphs.

Examples:

Both...and...
either...or...

whether...or...

a. Both Susan and Bill received their ten-year pin this year.
b. Either you get a job or you go back to school.

c. Whether you stay or leave is entirely your decision.

1. The sentence used as the transition between the paragraphs
The use of the sentence as the transition between the paragraphs is the

same as the use of the transitional phrases between the paragraphs. And how
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the transitional sentence used is that it allows the idea in the first and the first
paragraph, and so on to across from the discussion of the idea that has been
mentioned in it to the next one.

Examples:

And, for, or, yet, but, nor, so

a. Edmonton and Calgary are the two largest cities in Alberta. (And joins two
nouns.)

b. Look in the cupboard or in the drawer. (Or joins two phrases.)
c. You.can't do that kKind of heavy work, nor should you be expected to.
(Nor joins two clauses.
2. The transitional paragraph

The paragraph can be used as the transition in the essay. It is not different
from how to use the word or phrase;-Or sentence as the transition in the essay,
where they transmit the idea within, the previous paragraph to the next one
smoothly. It is only that if sums up all the ideas within the previous paragraph
before beginning the next unit, or introduces a series of illustrations, or if
shows what the author intends to do next.

Example: Traditionally, business simply meant exchange or trade for
things people wanted or needed. Today it has a more technical definition.(it
refers business).

D. Theoritical Framework
The theoretical framework underlying the research in given in the

following diagram:
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[ Students’ Writing Essay }
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[ Transitional Devices }
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[ Clause connectors 1
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‘ [ Thé Sfudents’ Writing Ability

Figure 2.1, Conceptual Framework

The theoritical framework above show us the ability of students’
\ransitional devices in essay writing. The researcher analysed the student
ability in essay writing. In this case, transitional devices involved clause

connector namely coordinating conjunction and subordinating conjunction.



CHAPTER Il

RESEARCH METHOD

This chapter presents the research design, population, and sample,
variable, an instrument of research, the procedure of data collection, and the

technique of data analysis.

A. Research Design
To conducted this research the researcher used a research design. This
research belongs to quantitative that that used descriptive method. According
to arikunto (1998:51), research design is program or plan that is made by
researcher as theprepereation of activities that will be done. ' The writer used
descriptive quantitative method, where the researcher would describe the
students’ ability in using different kinds of transitional devices in the essay

made by the tenth grade students of SMA Negeri 19 Gowa.

B. Population and Sample
1. Population
The population of this research was the tenth grade students of SMA
Negeri 19 gowa academic year 2018/2019 that consist of five classes. Each
class consisted of 28 until 30 students. The total number of population was

145 students.
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2. Sample

Among the population, the researcher took 27 students of SMA 19 Gowa
academic year 2018/2019 as a sample of this research by using purposive
sampling technique. A random sampling technique was applied to select the
samples. Arikunto (2014) states that random sampling technique is sample
determination technique that give equal chance to members of the
population to be chosen as the sample. The sample was taken randomly of
the population. The researcher chosen eight students of each classes. The
students chosen was taken as the sample of this research. The total sample

was 27 students.

C. Instrument of the Research

The aim of this research was toranalyze the students’ transitional devices
in the skriptive writing. Descriptive methid was used by this research. It
means that the data was described as naturally as possible. In this research,
the researcher used a writing test as the instrument of collecting data. The
researcher want to know transitional devices are used by students and the
ability of the student in using transitional devices in their essays by the tenth

grade students of SMA Negeri 19 Gowa.

D. Data Collecting Technique
In order collect the data accuracratelyin the use of transitionsl devices in

students’ descriptive text writing, the researcher asked the students’ to make
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at least three paragraphs best on the topic that will be given. In getting the

data, the researcher did following steps:

1.

The first, the researcher gave writing test to the students. this step
was aimd to determine how far the students were able to write the
descriptive text by using transitional devices.

After that, a note about the transitional devices made by students was
used to classified transitional devices using clause connector which
correct usage and wrong usage in students descriptive text writing

Then, the researcher analysed students’ ability in using transitional

devices in their essay

E. Technigue of Data Analysis

To analyze, the data collected through the test, the researcher

1. Classifying the students™ score .into five levels. Which is based on

DEPDIKBUD standard of evaluation following:

No Score Classification
1. 86 — 100 Very Good
2. 71-85 Good
3. 56 - 70 Fair
4, 41 -55 Poor
5. 0-40 Very Poor

(Depdikbud, 2006:19).
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2. The researcher found the percentage score also calculate to how the
students’ writing.

Scoring the students’ answer

totalcorrectanswer
totalnumberof items~

Score =

By calculating the frequency of students’ ability in using transitioal

device, the researcher could identify the most common correct usage made

by students.




CHAPTER IV

FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS

In this chapter, the researcher would present the findings and discussion of
this research. This chapter consists of findings and discussion. Findings show
description of result from the data that had been collected through writing test
which are described in table form. Then, discussion contains an explanation of
findings which reflect the result of the data. In this discussion, the researcher uses

their own word to explain it.

A. Findings
The data described students’ ability of SMA Negeri 19 Gowa in using
transitional devices in their essay. In, this part discussed about the students’
ability in using clause connector-of-transitional device based on the students’

essays.

1. Clause Connector of Transitional Device
Clause connectors is words that is used to connect clauses in order
to form sentences. First is ‘and’. It uses to indicate connection or addition
especially of items within the same type. The second is ‘for’. It uses to
explain the ‘why’ in a situation. The third is ‘or’. It uses to suggest an option
or alternative. The fourth is ‘yet, but’. It uses to show a contrast. The fifth is
‘nor’. It uses about similar two items but in the negative sense. It is

generally uses after a neither. The sixth is ‘because, so, as’. It uses to show a

35
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cause and effect. The seventh is ‘if*. It uses to clarify the topic. The eighth is

‘that’. It uses to show condition. The ninth is ‘where, which, when’. It uses

to show a relationship between two clauses involving a transition of time or

place.

Table 4.1 Classification of Transition Device Using Clause Connectors by

the Students’ in Their Essays

No | Function Kinds of Clause | Wrong | Correct | Total
Connector
1. | Toindicate connection or | And 8 39 47
addition especially  of
items within the same
type
2. | To explain the ‘why’ in a | For 2 1 3
situation
3. | To suggest an option or | Or - . 1
alternative
4. | Uses to show a contrast Yet 1 - 1
But 2 5 7
5. | Uses about similar two | Nor - - -
items but in the negative
sense
6. | To show a cause and | Because 2 12 14
effect So i 4 4
As - - -
7. | To clarify the topic If - 1 1
8. | To show condition That 6 5 11
9. | To show a relationship | Where 1 - 1
between two clauses [ Which 1 1 2
involving a transition of | When 1 4 5
time or place.
10. | To show chronological | After, before - - -
order
TOTAL 24 73 97

Table 4.1, there are 97 clause connectors by the students. The correct

usages were 73. Furtherrmore, the wrong usages were 2. Transitional devices
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used by the students are, and, yet, or, for, because, where, which, when, and,
that. The usage of “and” is 47. The correct answer is 39 and the wrong answer
is 8. The usage of “for” is 3. The correct and wrong answer are 1 and 2. The
usage of “or” is 2. The corret answer is just 1 and there is no wrong answer.
The usage of “yet” is 1. There is no correct answer and there is 1 wrong
answer. The usage of “but” is 7. The correct and wrong answer are 5 and 2.
The usage of “nor,as, after and before are empty. The usage of “because” is
14. The correct and and wrong answer are 12 and 2. The usage of “So” is 4.
The correct answer 1s 4 and there is no wrong answer. the usage of “if”. The
correct answer of “if” is 1 and there is no wrong answer. the usage of “thet” is
11. The correct and wrong answer are 5 and 6. The usage of “where” is 1.
There is no correct and wrong answer is 1. The usage of “which” is 2. The
correct and wrong answer are- 1. The usage of “when’ is 5. The correct and
wrong answer are 4 and 1.
2. Students’ ability in using Transitional Device
The students’ ability in using Transitional device in writing described
through the percentage of students’ essay. The percentage of students’ ability
in using transitional device is show in Table 4.2

Table 4.2 Students’ Ability in Using Transitional Device in Essay

No | Transitional Signal | Total | Wrong | Correct | Percentage | Criteria
Used

Clause Connector 97 24 73 75 % Good

TOTAL 97 24 73 75 % Good
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Table 4.2 shows clause connector of transitional signal using by students
were 97. It is found there are 73 correct usages of transitional signal of
students’ essay. The percentage of transitional device was 75 %. It shows that
students’ ability in using transitional device is good. It was proved by the
students’ answer in their essay writng. So, it was concluded that students’
ability in using tansitional device by X MIA 2 is good.

The result of findings shows students’ ability using transitional device is
good. The using of transitional device at word “and” mostly than other usage
in students’ essay writing. The correct score of usage “‘and” is 39. While, the
wrong score is 8.

The correct answer of usage “and” was proved by the sample of students’
essay below:

“I have a bestfriend named-is Rahmi and Juwita” (S-9)

Based on the samples above; the use of word “and” in a sentence by
students are correct. The student’s sentence because there are two names. So,
it should be added conjunction “and”. So, it shows that students’ ability using
word “and” is good.

The wrong answer of usage “and” was proved by the sample of students’
essay below:

“you need to know that smoking is harmfull and harmfull the
closest person.” (S-5).
Based on the samples above, the use of word “and” in a sentence by

student is wrong because there is word repeated. So, it should be word of



39

“harmful” only one in the sentence and it should changed by conjunction “for”

to conncet with other words.

. DISCUSSION

In this section, the researcher discussed about the result of the research,
about analyzing transitional devices in essay writing. Transitional device used
by the students are ‘and, but, yet, or, for, if, so, because, where, which, when,
and that. Based on the table 4.2 in finding the researcher described that the
students’ answer in writing test that has given was categorized a good score.

To indicate connection or addition especially of items within the same
type such as ‘and’ is used mostly correct in the students’ essays. But there are
misused & times. To explain the ‘why’ in a situation such as ‘for’ is used more
wrong than correct that is 2 and 1. To suggest an option or alternative such as
‘or’ is used just one correct and there is no misused. To show a contrast such
as ‘yet and but’. ‘Yet’ is used one misused and there is no correct. ‘But’ is
used mostly correct but there are 2 misused times.

There is no clause connector uses about similar two items but in the
negative sense such as nor. To show a cause and effect such as ‘because, so,
and as’ is used mostly correct in students” essay but there are 2 misused times.
To clarify the topic such as ‘if” is used empty misused then just one is correct.
To introduce examples as support such as ‘that’ is used mostly wrong and just
one correct. To show a relationship between two clauses involving a transition
of time or place such as ‘where, which, and when’ is used mostly correct but

there are 3 misused times. There is no clause connector uses to show



40

chronological order such as before and after. in this part the discussion deals
with the interpretation of findings derived from the result of findings about
theresult of using transitional devices by students.

Students’ ability in using transitional device is found by the students’
correct in using transitional device in their essays. The score of students’
ability in using transitional device is 75 %. It was proved by looking at the
mostly correct of students’ essay such as ‘and, but, or, if, so, because, that and
when’. The students’ ability in using transitional device categorized is good.
Thus, the researcher concluded that the students’ ability in using transitional
device is good.

The researcher concluded that students have good score in transitional
devices. students' ability to use transitional devices in making a sentence was
good. connectors used by studenis’'such as and, but not yet, or, for, if, so,

because, where, which, when, and-that.



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

This chapter consists of conclusions and suggestions of this research.

This chapter was concerned on what was discussed in the previous chapter.

A. Conclusion
Based on the findings and discussions, the researcher concluded that:

1. Students’ transitional device using clause connectors made by students
such as: and, but, yet, or, for, if, so, because, where, which, that, and when.
The highest frequency of transitional device using clause connectors made
by the students was and’ which used thirty-nine times.

2. Students’ ability in using transitional device 1s 75 %. It is categorized as
good. It means that the students X-MIA 2 of SMAN 19 GOWA has a good
categorized in using transitional device.

B. Suggestion
Based on the conclusion above, the researcher presents some suggetions as
follows:

1. For the next researcher who want to investigate a research related this case,
they can use this research as an additional knowledge to improve their
ability to gain their goal.

2. For the teachers, they must be give many information for students about
transitional device, its kinds and examples.

3. For the students to get more knowledge about transitional devices.

41



BIBLIOGRAPHY

Anderson, Mark. 1997. The Type in English 2. Australia: Mackmilan

Baharuddin. 1995. Teaching writing by using Reproduction Techique to the
first year students of SMU Neg.1 Sungguminasa. Thesis S1. FPBS
IKIP ujungpandang.

Byrne Donn. 1984. English Teaching Perspective. London: Long Man.
Crimmon, M.C, Jane. 1976. Writing with a purpose. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin Company.

Dagher, P. Joseph. 1984. Writing: A praticalquide. New York: Houghton
Mifflin Company.

Depdikbud.: 1994. Kurikulus RERLD Garisbesar program
pengajaranbahasainggris. Jakarta: Depdikbud.

Drisskill, L. P, Margaret Simpson. 1978. Decisive writing: An improvement
program. New York: Oxford university.

Fukushima, S., & Sato, T. (1989). The effectiveness of teaching transi-tion
words in EFL composition, class. KATE Journal, 3, 29-39.

Gay, L. R. 1981. Educational’-Research: Compotencies for Analysis and
application. First edition.Colambus: Charles E. Merril publishing
Co.

Gieco, David. 2000. The Necessary Transition. Available online hosted by
http://www.American-book.com/Articles/aredgrecol.html

Gaith, G. (2001). “The problems of teaching writing”, Education 325. Beirut:
American University of Beirut. Retrieved on February 9, 2009
from http://www.aub.edu.lb/

Hall, Donaid. 1976. Writing well. New York: Little brown and
companylimited.

Hatch, evelyn. And Larazaton, Anne. 1991. The Research Manual: A Prac .. _.
Approach. USA: Newbury House Publisher, INC.

Ismayanti . 2002. Writing and Language. Thesis. Universitas NegeriMakassar

Jacobs. 1981. Paragraph Practice. New York: Mc. Millan Publishing Co...

42


http://www.american-book.com/Articles/aredgrecol.html

43

Janis. J. Horald. 1977. College writing: A Rhetoric and hand book: New York:
Cambridge Harper and Row, Publishers.

Meyrs, Alan. 1992. Writing with Confidence. New York: Harper Collins
Publishers.

Nur Rahmawati.2013.Improving the students’ writing proficiency through
extended writing project assesment.Thesis.Makassar : Unismuh
Makassar

Onaka, Natsumi. 1984. A paper: Developing Paragraph Organication Skills at
the College Level. Japan: Institute for International Study Onaka.

Pilkinton-Pihko, Diane. 1999. Strengthen Transition. Available online hosted
byhttp://www.hut.fi/Yksikot/KieVie/KieCafe.html

Rahmatia.2010.Using Dictation Technique to Improve the Students’ Writing
Ability. Thesis.Makassar : Fakultas Keguruan dan llmu Pendidikan
Universitas Muhammadiyah Makassar

Richard, J. 1997. Approach and Method in Language Teaching. London:
Cambridge University Press.

Salmawati.2014.Improving the students’ Reading Comprehension Through
Question Answer Relationship strategy.Thesis.Unismuh Makassar

Saraka.1988. From Paragraph to Essay Concept-and Practice. Jakarta:DIKTI
Sugita, Y. 2012. Enhancing Students’ Fluency in Writing: Learning to Use

Transition Words.Availableonline hosted by
(http://www.SciRP.org/journal/ojmI)\



http://www.hut.fi/Yksikot/KieVie/KieCafe.html
http://www.scirp.org/journal/ojml)/

APPENDIX A

A.1 THE RESULT OF STUDENTS’ WRITING
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LIST NAME OF THE SAMPLE

N O Name

1. Ratnawati

2. Nur fadiyah ifa putri
3. Sri agustina

4. Enni hardiani

5. Musdalifah

6. Chandra

7. Ismail

8. Nurul sasda amelia
9. Fiti ramadani
10. Nur fadilah aulia sari
11 Nur insani

12. Muliana

13. Reski ramdani
14. Juwita septiani
(1S Jusrawati

16. Arham dani

17. Hasria

18. Khalifah tul jannah
19. St. Julaika

20. Audiba tunggadewi
21. Citra nurmalia
22. Irfan zulkarnain
23. Marlia herman
24. Muh. Suharto
25. Hasmul

26. Suwandi

27. Rahmi
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Gambar 1.1 the researcher explained the instruction of the test.

Gambar 1.2 the researcher explained the instruction oft the test.
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